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Service & repair centre for all makes & models 
 

Collection & delivery available  w  Sun diagnostics 
MOT repairs  w  Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries 
Air conditioning service  w  Courtesy car on request 

 

01306 631799 
forgemotorco@tiscali.co.uk 

 

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE  RH5 5BE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 FREE ESTIMATES & FRIENDLY ADVICE 

TEL: 0800 2 118 618 

K.D RAYNSFORD 
Your Local Builder! 

’s, Brickwork 
Fencing, Turfing, Garden Clearance 

Roofing Repairs 
g – Internal & External 

Kitchens & Bathrooms F d 
All Types of Building Work 

 & Refurbishments 
 

 



TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 

FULLY INSURED 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com
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PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas
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pjcole.com

Septic Tank, Cesspit and Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP) Emptying

STP Servicing and Repair

New Installations of Sewage Tanks, 
including Klargester and Clenviro Systems

CCTV Drainage Surveillance

Guidance and Compliance Reports 
regarding the General Binding Rules, 
when buying or selling a property



   C. P. WILSON 
 

    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 

 

Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 
 
 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 

Free Quotations 
 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 
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THE PARISH OF RUSPER 
SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S 

CHURCH RUSPER 
MARCH 2026 SERVICES 

 
 

Holy Communion at 8am [said] and 11am [sung with hymns] every 
Sunday. Monthly at Durrants Retirement Village 10.30am. Mass at 
All Saints, Roffey Wednesdays at 10am followed by refreshments 
 
Services in March      
Sunday 1st   Coffee & Cake after the service 11am Holy Communion  
Thursday 5th  Durrants Village   10:30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 8th     11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 15th      11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 22nd        11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 29th   Palm Sunday   8am   Holy Communion   
      (no 11am Service)  
 
Why not visit the Rusper Church website and follow Nick on Facebook? 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable, please 
contact the Churchwardens. 
Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Authorised Lay 
Minister 
Churchwarden 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
 
Mr Stephen Busby 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
 
01293 871219      
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012 
 

Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen to be told 
if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy 
Communion can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick 
tries to take Friday as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only 
contact him on a Friday in matters of urgency 
                                                                                                    
Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk 
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The Rectory 
High Street 

Rusper 
RH12 4PX 

The 29th of this month begins the Holy Week journey 
towards Easter beginning with Palm Sunday. For Christians this is the 
most significant and historic week in our faith. This year it marks the 
beginning of a big change for the pattern of worship as we dovetail our 
services into those of all Saints Roffey and St Saviour Colgate. We are 
beginning this experimentally and will review it as we go along. There will 
still be a service of Holy Communion at Rusper every Sunday. In a 
typical month of four Sundays the pattern will be as follows: 

First Sunday 8am Said Eucharist 

Second Sunday 11am Sung Eucharist 

Third Sunday 8am Said Eucharist 9:30am Sung Eucharist 

4th Sunday 11am Sung Eucharist  

Easter reminds us of course that every Sunday is a weekly 
commemoration of the resurrection the first day of the week The 
beginning of new life.  

This also presents an opportunity for us to worship in one another's 
churches to learn from one another's traditions and to grow together 
spiritually.  

 
Nick 
Check Website and Church Facebook for news and updates. Email 
Nick if you would like to receive the weekly update. 
fathernickflint@gmail.com rusperchurch.org.uk  



Rusper Parish News                     March 2026 3 

 

 
_______________________ 

  
CHURCH CLEANING 

 
Church Cleaning Rota for March 2026 

 
March 6th  
March 13th   
March 20th  
March 27th  

 
Eileen Hallam 
Judy Butler 
Maggie True 
Shona Lidstone 

 
 
01293 871845 
01293 871722 
01403 248471 

Sue Matthewson 01293 8712665 
_______________________ 

 
RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB 

The results of the latest draws are:  
      January 2026  February 2026 
      
1st Prize - £200    31 Kim M  34  Simon P      
2nd Prize - £75     81 Rachel D       109  Stewart M  
3rd Prize - £50     24 Marie T 10  David W               
John Jory 

   RUSPER CHAT 2026 
 
 
 

 
 

FRIDAY 27th MARCH 2.30PM – JILL 
RUSPER HOUSE LODGE 

 
ANY QUERIES? PLEASE CONTACT  

PAM 07887 653364 / KAY 07765 018100  
ALL VERY WELCOME! 
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RUSPER CHRONICLE 
 

We enjoyed an evening learning more about the Rusper Football Club 
which started in 1930. 
 
The team first played on the Star Field which is where Cooks Mead is 
today, the field was loaned by Mr & Mrs Holroyd of Rusper House, lots of 
notes refer to drainage and filling in holes, so no different than today! 
Mitchell Coaches transported the team to away matches. 
 
A pavilion was built at the cost of £47 and opened in May 1937. 
 
When it was decided to build Cooks Mead the team moved to a field on 
land at The Nunnery, Sir Cecil Hurst (who owned the Nunnery) was 
always President of the club unto his death in 1963. 
 
After WW2 it was decided to continue with the club although it was 
difficult to get enough players. Faygate FC invited Rusper players to join 
them as both clubs didn’t have enough players, Rusper loaned Faygate 
the goal posts and line marker. 
 
In the 1955/56 season Rusper were 2nd Division League champions and 
we were fortunate to have a couple of black and white photographs, 
which were taken outside the Plough of the team and supporters. 
 
In the early 1960s the team moved to their present ground in the village, 
the land being leased from the Hurst Estate, which it still is today. 
 
Our next meeting will be on the 10th March at 7.00pm in the village hall. 
Everyone welcome. 
 
Joan Frazer  
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VILLAGERS CONNECT NEWS 
  
The Hope Keith Room We’re delighted that the Hope Keith Room at 
Rusper Village Hall will opening this Spring. Villagers Connect will be 
using the space on Tuesdays, and we are forming a friendly User Group 
to help shape its future activities. Whether you want to share a skill, 
guide the vision or simply be involved, we would love to hear from you. If 
you would like to meet us informally come along to the Star Inn (Rusper) 
coffee morning on Tuesday 10th March at 11am.                           

For more information about the Villagers Connect Monthly Walks, events 
at Colgate, Faygate and Rusper, please go to our website at 
Villagersconnect@ruralsussex.org.uk 

Jasmine Watkins 07899 894975 and Jo Peters 07540 795277 
Villagersconnect@ruralsussex.org.uk  
 

____________________ 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 
Is there a kind person out there who would be willing to take on the role 
of secretary for Rusper Sports Club? This is a voluntary role for someone 
who is able to take minutes at meetings and who has basic computer 
skills. We meet in the evenings about once a month, often online. You do 
not have to be sporty. We are a small, friendly committee whose aim is to 
ensure that Rusper Sports Club is maintained and improved for the 
people of Rusper. 
If you think that you can help or would just like to have an informal chat 
about the role, please email the current secretary at 
secretary@ruspersportsclub.co.uk 
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RUSPER PARISH NEWS – URGENT 
 

Can someone please join us who will take over responsibility for the 
advertising in the Rusper Parish News? This is our main source of 
income so it is a simple matter of the magazine continuing or closing! I 
will be very happy to help you get started or at any time you have a 
problem.  
 
Please contact Sue Matthewson - 01293 871 266 or 07596 724 748  
 

_______________________ 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

RUSPER MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS 
 

Bank Holiday Monday - May 4th 
 

Rusper High Street 
 

Road closures will be in place 
 

ruspermayday@hotmail.com 
 

Preparations are well underway for this year's Celebrations. We have 
had some lovely offers to help lead, organise, and support the event this 

year and we look forward to sharing more details with you very soon. 
Watch this space! If you are interested in Volunteering, taking part or 

booking a stall - please email ruspermayday@hotmail.com. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there - The May Day committee 
 
Wayne & The May Day Gang ruspermayday@hotmail.com  
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SAT 28 MARCH

2026
ST MARY MAGDALENE’S
CHURCH, RUSPER, 
RH12 4PX
6:00 – 7:00pm

l e i t h  h i l l  t i m e l i n e  c h o i r  

d i r e c t e d  b y  c l a i r e  r o b i n s  

LOVE,
 LOST AND FOUND

LOVE,
 LOST AND FOUND

TICKETS £10 ON THE DOOR,
UNDER 16'S FREE

A n  e v e n i n g  o f  s o n g s ,  p o e m s  a n d  r e a d i n g s
e x p l o r i n g  l o v e  i n  i t s  m a n y  g u i s e s

J o i n  u s  f o r  r e f r e s h m e n t s  a f t e r  t h e  c o n c e r t
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RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Parish Council Update: Key Issues and Decisions 
At the latest Parish Council meetings, councillors discussed a wide range 
of matters affecting Rusper, including district finances, flooding, road 
safety, community facilities, open spaces, and planning applications. A 
summary of the most relevant points for residents is set out below. 
District Council Update 
District Councillor Tony Hogben reported on the latest budget from 
Horsham District Council. The budget includes an increase of just under 
3%, alongside capital investment totalling more than £30 million. A 
significant project is the refurbishment of the Capitol Theatre, currently 
closed, with estimated costs of around £22 million. 
Income from council tax, parking, and property remains relatively low, 
and Government Grant funding continues to play an important role. 
However, grant funding this year is approximately 5% lower than last 
year. Food waste collection is not fully subsidised, although £1.6 million 
more funding has been received than initially expected. 
Councillors raised questions about whether residents are required to use 
food waste bins or can opt out. Cllrs Tony Hogben and Sam Raby will 
seek clarification on this issue. 
Flooding and Road Safety  - Flooding on the A264 
Members were informed that the A264 remains closed due to flooding, 
originating near Holmbush. A request has been made to reopen at least 
one lane as soon as possible. Traffic is currently diverted through 
Rusper, adding pressure to local roads. At Faygate, water is being 
diverted into a nearby field, though flooding risks remain. 
Road Safety Concerns 
Serious concerns were raised about pedestrian safety, particularly near 
new housing developments where construction traffic is increasing. 
Narrow pavements, large vehicles, and unsuitable road layouts are 
creating dangerous conditions for residents, including children & animals. 
Highways and Development Impacts 
Councillors discussed cumulative highways impacts linked to local 
developments, including construction traffic management, diversion 
routes, traffic calming measures (such as speed humps and pinch 
points), and extending the Traffic Regulation Order along East Street.    
A meeting will be arranged with West Sussex County Council Highways 
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to raise these concerns. The Clerk will also look at how best to keep 
residents informed about safety measures and disruption. 
Financial Matters 
The Council approved:  December financial reconciliation, budget report, 
and bank statements 
Approval was also given for the purchase and replacement of two public 
defibrillators—one outside Rusper Stores and one at the Recreation 
Ground—with professional installation. 
Planning Matters - Recent Applications 
2 Normans Cottages, High Street – Listed Building Consent for 
replacement wooden flush windows. No objection raised. 
The Willow Tree, Faygate Lane – Single-storey extension, garage 
replacement, and landscaping. No comment. 
Hurst Hill, Topham Farm, Rusper Road – Agricultural storage building. 
No comment, as permission already granted by HDC. 
1 Hilltop Cottages, The Mount, Ifield – Five single-storey self/custom-
build dwellings.   The Parish Council objected, citing excessive scale and 
density, harm to countryside character, access and construction traffic 
concerns, impacts on grazing animals, and conflict with the 
Neighbourhood Plan. The absence of footpaths, equestrian use of the 
road, and an existing dog kennel business opposite the site were also 
highlighted. An enforcement case on the site remains outstanding. 
Winterfold Farm, Wimland Road – Variation to a previously approved 
equestrian worker dwelling. No comment. 
Appeals 
An appeal to the Planning Inspectorate was reviewed concerning land to 
the rear of The Rectory, High Street, Rusper, for nine new dwellings. Any 
further objections will be finalised and submitted by 21 January 2026. 
Open Spaces Committee Update 
Fingerposts 
The fingerpost cleaning and refurbishment programme is continuing, with 
councillors maintaining adopted posts. The Committee agreed the 
programme should continue. 
Defibrillators 
The Committee confirmed that the existing cabinet outside the village 
shop does not need replacement. To improve coverage, an additional 
defibrillator at the Sports Club was recommended, subject to landowner 
consent. A quotation of £1,434 was received from WelMedical to replace 
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the original unit and supply a second defibrillator with a cabinet. This 
recommendation will go to Full Council. 
Rusper Recreation Ground 
Maintenance, safety, and security were discussed. Issues noted 
included: 

• A hedge and 40mph sign lost due to a car accident (the 
sign will be reported to Highways) 

• A dead tree near the entrance requiring assessment 
• Vehicles accessing the pitch at night 

The Committee recommended installing two bollards near the pavilion as 
a safety measure. The Sports Club underlease and reporting 
arrangements were discussed, alongside a recent accessibility complaint 
regarding the tennis courts. It was recommended that the lease and 
relationship agreement be formally signed and that the Sports Club Chair 
attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss regular reporting. 
Rights of Way 
An update was received on the long-term closure of Footpath 1492. 
Councillors White and Sallows will meet with the Public Rights of Way 
team to discuss next steps. 
Community and Other Updates 

• The Speed Indicator Device on Horsham Road has been 
installed 

• The Gatwick report was received and noted 
• A village litter-picking event is scheduled for 12 April 2026 
• Car park pothole repairs (£450) will be arranged 
• Residents continue to raise concerns about speeding 
• Plans are underway for the Annual Parish Meeting on 28 

May 2026. 

Next Meetings:- 
• 17 March 2026 - Committees 
• 24 March 2026 – Parish Council 

Residents are encouraged to stay involved and to contact councillors or 
the Clerk with any concerns. www.rusper-pc.gov.uk 
Parish Council Clerk 



Rusper Parish News                     March 2026 11 

SAVE WEST OF IFIELD CAMPAIGN 
Horsham District Council (HDC) has announced that the Planning 
Inspector has agreed to re-open the examination hearings for 
Horsham’s draft Local Plan. The original hearings were closed in 
December 2024 because the Planning Inspector at the time was 
concerned that the volume of new housing proposed in the draft Plan 
was too low, but the lifting of the water neutrality requirements is a game-
changer, and HDC now appears to be committed to allocating 
significantly more sites into an updated draft Local Plan.  
At the time of writing – 14th February – we don't yet know what this 
means for the West of Ifield (WOI) planning application. If the 
application process continues over the spring and summer, it feels as if 
there could be three sets of Local Plan policies that the application could 
be judged against – the 2015 adopted Plan (HDPF), the existing (2024) 
draft Plan, and the modified version of the draft Plan which will emerge 
over the next five months. How confusing! Perhaps the decision on the 
WOI application will be delayed until the Plan is redrafted and passed by 
the Planning Inspector? We have always argued that a development the 
size of WOI should receive the scrutiny of an Inspector’s examination of 
a new Plan. 
The timetable for the redrafted Plan seems ambitious, with consultation 
July-August and examination hearings in September– see the Local Plan 
Flow Diagram linked here: https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planning/local-
plan/local-plan-examination/Latest-News-from-Local-Plan-Examination 
Please see the Save West of Ifield Facebook page for updates on all the 
above. And for a reminder of the difference between a Local Plan and a 
planning application please see the SWOI February newsletter 
here: https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/newsletters 
Thank you for your ongoing support, and if you need help responding to 
the WOI application, please see the Save West of Ifield 
website: https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk, the Rusper Parish Council 
website: https://www.rusper-pc.gov.uk/community/rusper-parish-council-
20862/west-of-ifield-plans/ or email us at: savewestofifield@gmail.com 
Fenella Maitland-Smith 
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EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
April 2026 edition by 14 March 2026. 
 
Fiona Lear   Rutland Lodge, East St    07816 584908
    fionalear@btinternet.com 
John Jory 3 Fox Close, Southbourne, Emsworth,    

07887 804223 
    johnmjory@gmail.com 
Ella Beckmann  Blackwells, Horsham Rd     07712 482186 
    21ellagb@gmail.com  

___________________ 
 
Please contact: 
Treasurer – John Jory. For donations towards the cost of publishing the 
Rusper Parish News. These can be made by bank transfer to - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER 
– MAGAZINE.    
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266) 
(sue.matthewson@btinternet.com) 
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (raybenbutler@gmail.com) 

____________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS 
 

Just £5 from every household is fine and can be paid directly into the Rusper 
Parish News bank account. The Bank details for direct transfer are - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER 
– MAGAZINE.  Thank You 

_______________________ 
 

RUSPER VILLAGE HALL 
 
If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the 
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a 
booking form. 



   C. P. WILSON 
 

    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 

 

Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 
 
 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 

Free Quotations 
 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366 
 

Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 
 
 
 

Shop & Post Office opening times  
 

Monday – Friday 7.30 am - 6.00pm  
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm  
Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm  

 
 

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 
CLINIC 

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  
 

Friendly and reliable  
service    

 
Call us on: 07584 469355  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266
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Medical Aesthetics
Botox, Fillers, Skin Peels

by an experienced medical practitioner

Facial and body treatments
Plus a specialist in electrolysis permanent hair 

removal and all non-malignant skin issues

MILLFIELD HOUSE, RUSPER

07976 686127
01293 871406

The Beauty
Studio

Building & Renovation Company

Capel: 01293 871008
Email: info@lyneandco.co.uk 

View examples of our building and joinery work at:
www.lyneandco.co.uk

Quality building and carpentry work
Bespoke joinery 

Painting and Decorating
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PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 
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Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038 

£4.00 Per session 

ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN.

QUALIFIED INSTALLERS OF ELECTRIC CAR
CHARGING POINTS.

E: overtonelectricaluk@yahoo.com

07779 630 452

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266


