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01403 801802
jamesforcarpets.co.uk

info@jamesforcarpets.co.uk

Arrange a home 
visit with

 James today

Specialists in 
Carpet, Vinyl and Lvt 

for over 20 years

NOW HIRING 
Experienced
Carpet And
Vinyl Fitters



Service & repair centre for all makes & models

Collection & delivery available w Sun diagnostics
MOT repairs w Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries
Air conditioning service w Courtesy car on request

01306 631799
forgemotorco@tiscali.co.uk

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE  RH5 5BE

FREE ESTIMATES & FRIENDLY ADVICE

TEL: 0800 2 118 618

K.D RAYNSFORD
Your Local Builder!

’s, Brickwork
Fencing, Turfing, Garden Clearance

Roofing Repairs
g – Internal & External

Kitchens & Bathrooms F d
All Types of Building Work

& Refurbishments



TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 

FULLY INSURED 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com

 

Temple Cloud is a specialist finance broker providing the cost-
effective solutions for: 

 Developers 
 Investors 

  

 

 

  

 Auction Finance 
 Bridging Finance 
 Development Funding 
 Revolving credit/secured overdraft for business and developers 
 Residential Investment – Buy-to-Let for individuals and Ltd company investors 
 Commercial & Semi-commercial mortgages for businesses and investors 
 Equity Release 
 Homeowner Mortgages 

 

 

 

 

For more information or to discuss your project please call 07359048882 or email 
info@templecloudfinance.com  

ADNFC Mortgages & Temple Cloud Finance are trading styles of ANDREW NOLAN MORTGAGES LTD which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No 918720. 

Your home or property may be at risk if you fail to keep up repayments 
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R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
R.Turner
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  

Free Quotations 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266
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THE PARISH OF RUSPER 

SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S 
CHURCH RUSPER 
APRIL SERVICES 

 
 

 
Holy Communion every Sunday at 8am [said] and 11am [sung with 
hymns] 
 
April 
Thursday 3rd           Durrants Village              10.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 6th      11am Holy Communion 
 
             NON-RESIDENTS WELCOME 
 
Sunday 13th     Palm Sunday            11am  Reading of the Passion 
Thursday 17th     Maundy Thursday     7pm  Holy Communion 
Friday 18th    Good Friday Prayers at the Foot of the Cross     12 Noon 
Sunday 20th   Easter Sunday    11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 27th  APCM    11am  
 

Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk 
Why not visit the Rusper Church website and follow Nick on Facebook? 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable, please 
contact the Churchwardens. 

 
Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Authorised Lay 
Minister 
Churchwarden 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
 
Mr Stephen Busby 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
 
01293 871219      
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012 
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The Rectory, High Street 

Rusper, RH12 4PX 
 

Eggsact Timing 
People often ask me “Why doesn’t Easter fall on the 
same day every year like Christmas?” Personally, I agree 
that there would be more than simple convenience in 
having the greatest festival in the Christian year fixed on 
a specific date. How did we get where we are now on 
this? 
 
Like the Jewish Passover, which for Christians anticipated 
it, the Resurrection of Jesus is held to mark an historical 
event, one which occurred at a time when methods of 
measuring time were different.  A 4th century council of 
all the bishops of Christendom, including representatives from our own shores, decided 
to fix Easter on the first Sunday after the full moon following the Spring equinox. Over 
time however, inexact astronomical observations led to different interpretations of 
when the feast should be kept. Three hundred years later it was our Celtic ancestors, 
who were considered to have gone furthest adrift, and at a church counsel in Whitby in 
664, Bishop Wilfrid (the saint credited with converting Sussex to Christianity) laid down 
the law. Unfortunately, as far as the timing of Easter, this was not the end of the 
matter, simply that Rome considered itself the sole authority in such matters. 
Accordingly, it was the Pope who in the 16th century revised the calendar and formula 
as to when Easter should fall. It is to be regretted that at the time the Eastern Orthodox 
churches which then, as now, comprise a hugely significant part of the Christian world, 
were not consulted. 
 
It would be a wonderful symbol of unity if the leaders of the divided churches could 
agree on a shared date for Easter at only the cost of a little loss of pride. Meanwhile; 
well, what would happen if, like the first Christians, we kept every Sunday (even in 
Lent) with Easter gladness? 
 

 

Signed Rector 
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Check Website and Church Facebook for news and updates. Email 
Nick if you would like to receive the weekly update. 
rusperchurch.org.uk  
 

                            ______________________ 
 

Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen 
to be told if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy 

Communion can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick tries to take 
Friday as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only contact him on a 

Friday in matters of urgency 
_______________________ 

 
 

RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB 
 
Thank you to all those people who continue responding to the request  
for new members. The Rusper Church 200 Club is one of the continuing 
forms of income to our lovely church during these challenging times.  
You can continue to help by joining the 200 Club or buying additional 
shares. All the details about the Rusper Church 200 Club including past 
winners, the Rules and an Application Form, are on the Church’s web-
site at www.rusperchurch.org.uk under “THE CHURCH IS YOU” tab.  
Just print off and complete the Application Form and then either e-mail it 
to me at johnmjory@gmail.com or send it to me at: Elsinoro, Horsham 
Road, Rusper, Horsham, RH12 4PR. Many thanks to all of you who have 
been regularly contributing to enable us to make a significant contribution 
towards the running costs of the Church over the past few years. 
 
The result of the latest draw is:  
      March 2025    
1st Prize - £200    90  Dean B       
2nd Prize - £75     35  Mr Mrs B    

  3rd Prize - £50              110  Stewart M              
 
John Jory 
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RUSPER CHAT 2025

Friday 25th April 2.30 pm
Kay - 14 East Street  -  01293 871566

PLEASE CONTACT THE MONTH’S HOST IF A LIFT
TO ANY CHAT MEETING WOULD BE HELPFUL

ALL WELCOME!

_______________________

CHURCH CLEANING

April 4th    
April 11th  
April 18th

April 23rd

April 30th

Elaine Farrow
Keith Davies 
Pat Newman
Dawn Shurville
Carrie and Chris

07710 601081
871354
07986 993504
871553

Sue Matthewson 01293 871266

______________________
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HOPE KEITH VILLAGE TRUST 
 
 

Mrs Cecil Keith: The Story behind the Hope Keith Villagers Trust 
and a Legacy of Art, Community, and Giving 

 

 

Hope Keith was more than a collector - she was a connector. Passionate 
about art and people alike, she built her remarkable watercolour 
collection with the unwavering support of her husband, Cecil. But for 
Hope, collecting was never just a personal pursuit; it was a way to bring 
people together. Her home was always open not just to fellow art lovers, 
but to anyone in need of companionship and conversation. Initially, Hope 
planned to follow in her father’s footsteps by donating her collection to 
Birmingham’s City Art Gallery.  
 
However, after reflecting on the 
words of art historian Dr. Kenneth 
Garlick, who championed the 
importance of private collectors, 
she changed course. Selling her 
collection privately ensured that 
collecting remained vibrant,  
while also allowing her to establish 
The Hope Keith Villagers Trust. 
This Trust initially enabled the 
creation of a home for the elderly in 
Rusper and while the home itself is 
no longer, the Hope Keith Villagers 
Trust continues to support vital 
community work today. Hope’s 
ethos of opening doors, creating 
connections, and fostering 
community lives on. Thanks to her 
vision and generosity, we can 
continue what she began; ensuring 
that human connection remains at 
the heart of everything we do. 
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Bank Holiday Monday - 5th May 2025
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Rusper High Street

Get ready for a fantastic day of fun and community spirit at 
the Rusper May Day Street Party, commemorating 

the 80th anniversary of VE Day.

What to Expect:

• A fun street party with entertainment, food, maypole and more!

• Road closures in place to keep the event safe and fun for 
everyone.

Want to Get Involved?
If you're interested in volunteering, taking part in the festivities, or 
booking a stall, we’d love to hear from you!

Contact:
ruspermayday@hotmail.com

We can't wait to welcome everyone to another special 
May Day celebration!

See you there!

Rusper May Day Committee

RUSPER MAY DAY STREET PARTY!
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News from Villagers Connect: 
  
Seaside Trip – Save the Date 

Interest is high for our seaside get- away, so we’re planning 
for Tuesday, 17th June. 
To register, contact Jasmine at 07899 894975. We’re hoping to 
subsidise part of the trip, but a donation will be needed to make it 
happen. Let us know ASAP so we can arrange transport! 
Interested in joining us? Get in touch with Jasmine. 

  
Living with Hearing Loss? Let’s Talk 

Join us for a friendly and supportive gathering where you can connect 
with others who truly understand. Share stories, tips, and experiences 
while building a local network of support. Monday, 7th April, 6-7pm at 
Colgate Memorial Hall (RH13 6QA). 

  
Tabletop Sale – Declutter in Spring 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, 22nd June, 
2-4pm at Rusper Village Hall. It’s the perfect chance to pass on pre-
loved treasures and give them a new lease of life! 

 
Craft & Chat at The Hub 

A great idea has been suggested—bring your crafting projects to The 
Hub on Wednesdays! We’ll be working on our own projects while 
enjoying a good natter. 

  
Would you enjoy a gentle Spring Walk? 

A slow gentle regular walk to take in the joys of Spring, suggestions 
welcome. Starting with a 20-30minute easy walk on pathways, finishing 
with refreshments. 
There will be a front walk leader and a back leader to enable the 
speeds to vary and to suit individuals. 
Suggested dates so far are: Tues 22nd April 11am and Weds 4th 
June 1pm for more info - Jo Peters on 07540 795277 
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What’s happening this month across Colgate, 
Faygate and Rusper (the villages HKVT work):
Colgate:

• Bingo 7.30pm - Tuesday 4th March & then every other Tuesday - 50p a 
card & a raffle

• Quiz night - Monday 17th March £2 entry per person - Come along as a 
single/couple and join a team

• Colgate Cuppa & Chat 10.30am - 12pm Tuesday 8th April
• Colgate Jumble Sale, Saturday 12-2pm

Faygate:
• Faygate Village Hall Hub, Every Wednesday 10.30-1pm Jasmine on 

07899 894975 or Jo on 07540 795277
• Chair Based Yoga Faygate Village Hall 

Every Wednesday 10:45-11:30

Rusper:
• Adult Ballet (over 50's) every Thursday 10-11am 

Rusper Village Hall, Georgia on 07724640259 or 
email georgiahrixson@gmail.com

• Rusper Chat 28th March, contact Pam on 07887 653364
for more information

• The Star Coffee Morning - 11am Tuesday 8th April

Don’t forget Thursday coffee!
Contact Brian 07766 977376 for the location.

______________________

WEST END COMES TO RUSPER CONCERT

In Rusper Village Hall
Friday 9th May 2025

In aid of the North Aisle Restoration 
Appeal at Rusper Church

Please watch this space!

Maggie True
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______________________ 

 
 

RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Summary of the meeting of Rusper Parish Council Planning Committee on 18th 
February 2025 and the ordinary Parish Council on Tuesday 25th February 2025 at 
7.00pm, Rusper Village Hall. 
 
Chairmans Announcements 
It is with immense sadness that the parish council learnt of the passing of our dear 
District Councillor, villager and friend Elizabeth Kitchen (Liz) who passed away at Royal 
Marsden Hospital on 10th February 2025.  Liz was first elected to the council in 1987, 
representing Colgate and Rusper for the Conservatives. She served as district council 
leader between 2001 and 2009 and was chairman in 2000. She had also served on the 
county council and parish council as well as serving 25 years on New Horizons 
Committee in aid of St Catherines Hospice.  Liz was a resident and Rusper treasure and 
there will be a huge hole left upon her passing.  The parish council extends their 
sympathy to Liz’s family and friends.   
 
May Day Committee 
May Day will be held on 5th May 2025.  It will be a traditional May Day activity with 
stalls on the streets with a band in the park with a picnic.  To was agreed to approve 
the road closure application on behalf of the May Day Committee for 5th May 
2025.  Clerk to submit the application.   
 
Annual Parish Meeting 
It was RESOLVED to hold the annual parish meeting 29th May 2025. 

FOR SALE 
 

An electric organ/piano black in colour in very good working order. 
Two pedals and keyboard in immaculate state. 
Trial playing of the instrument possible too. 
 
Offers invited. 
Contact Steve Busby Churchwarden Rusper Church if you are 
interested! 
01293 871219 
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Rusper Sports Club Management 
Charity paperwork has been submitted.   The relationship agreement between the 
sports club and the parish council has had no changes or further discussion.  Sports 
Club AGM will be held in April where the relationship agreement may be adopted.  
 
Fingerposts 
It was agreed that councillors would adopt fingerposts to manage.  It was proposed 
that Cllr Maitland-Smith, Cllr Hussey and the Chair will get together to put together a 
volunteer list, costs and a renumbering system together with editing the fingerpost 
map.   
 
20mph speed reduction application 
The Clerk and Cllr Simon White met with WSCC Highways about the TRO application on 
19th February.  The Millfields planning application does have a tabletop speed calming 
measure condition in Horsham Road.  It was noted that the Clerk had confirmed with 
the developer, planning officer and WSCC Highways that the speed reduction would 
not stop the installation of the tabletop as it was a requirement under planning 
conditions.  It was proposed to apply for a 20mph and an extension of 30mph TRO 
subject to section 106 funding. 
 
Open Spaces Committee  
It was RESOLVED that a new committee would be formed to make recommendations to 
the ordinary meeting of the parish council.   
 
Reports from Representatives  
• Cllr Simon White – WSCC Highways said you cannot have larger blue HGV sign by 

Bohunt School or along the road leading up to the parish. 
• Cllr Marion Fenton – Bus Shelters working party are coming to look at the bus 

shelters with brushes and paint and some decking paint to do the bench outside 
the Village Hall.    

• Cllr Geoff Hussey – playground meeting has occurred, and the 2 quotes will be 
ready for the Clerk.   The chat room has now been maintained with new wooden 
roof.  Type 2 stones are required for the front of the chat room or wood chips from 
a local tree surgeon.  New Defibrillator signs were distributed for display.   

• Cllr Michelle Cooke – Clerks appraisal was completed.  Faygate Lane, Lambs Green 
is closed and had to be reported to WSCC Highways.   The SID had to be removed 
from Saykers following a complaint, council can apply for a new licenced spot if 
they wish.   
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• Cllr George Sallows – tree quotes were not included in the agenda which was 
the.  It was proposed that the council  

 
80th VE Day 8th May 2025 
It was agreed that a beacon lighting would occur at 9.30pm on 8th May.  Refreshments, 
advertising of the event and timings were to be discussed at the next meeting.   
 
Financial 
• It was resolved to approve the reports.   
• It was noted that the award of Grasscutting contract to Grasstex, Clerk has 

published on websites to adhere to Procurement legislation. 
• The revised contract for Grasstex was considered and it was resolved to approve. 
• It was raised at the previous council meeting that there was some emergency 

works required to the trees in the sports field prior to the tree survey being 
completed.  The works were agreed. 

 
Planning 
Land to the north side of East Street, Rusper 
Presentation received from Luke Eldridge Head of Land and Planning Devine Homes PLC 
with proposed plans for 18 two storey dwellings. 
Millfields/Stonebond Development 
It was agreed to take first option on the public open space on the Millfields 
development with the addition of a small area to the north of the site.  It was agreed to 
research playground equipment ideas for the recreation space.   
DC/25/0172 - Land South of The Mount Farm, The Mount, Ifield, West Sussex 
Erection of Agricultural barn and Sand School – council had no objection with 
conditions. 
DC/24/1934 Rusper Village Hall Horsham Road Rusper West Sussex RH12 4PR 
Erection of a single storey front extension with new ramp to the front of the building 
and a new ramp to the side to facilitate disabled access – council supported 
application. 
DC/25/0125 - Land North of Prestwood Lane Ifield Crawley West Sussex RH11 0LA 
Excavation works to adjacent to riverbank and formation of a separate pond associated 
with creation of a habitat bank – council resolved to make no comment.  
 
Next meeting is the 25th March and the following meeting is on the 29th April. 
 
Parish Council Clerk 
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EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
May 2025 edition by 14 April 2025. 
 
Fiona Lear Rutland Lodge, East Street  07816 584908  

fionalear@btinternet.com 
John Jory   Elsinoro, Horsham Rd   07887 804223 
    johnmjory@gmail.com 
Ella Beckmann  Blackwells, Horsham Rd     07712 482186 
    21ellagb@gmail.com  
 
Please contact:  
Treasurer – John Jory. For donations towards the cost of publishing the 
Rusper Parish News. These can be made by bank transfer to - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC 
RUSPER – MAGAZINE.  
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266) 
(sue.matthewson@btinternet.com)  
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (raybenbutler@gmail.com)  
 
 
DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS Just £5 from every 
household is fine and can be paid directly into the Rusper Parish News 
bank account. The Bank details for direct transfer are - Sort Code: 30 94 
41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER – 
MAGAZINE. Thank You 
 

____________________ 
 

 
RUSPER VILLAGE HALL 

 
If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the 
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a 
booking form. 



 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
R.Turner
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  

Free Quotations 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 



 
 

www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366
Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 

Shop & Post Office opening times

Monday – Friday 7.30 am - 6.00pm
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm

Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 
CLINIC

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  

Friendly and reliable 
service    

Call us on: 07584 469355 
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266



 

 

Medical Aesthetics
Botox, Fillers, Skin Peels

by an experienced medical practitioner

Facial and body treatments
Plus a specialist in electrolysis permanent hair 

removal and all non-malignant skin issues

MILLFIELD HOUSE, RUSPER

07976 686127
01293 871406

The Beauty
Studio

Building & Renovation Company

Capel: 01293 871008
Email: info@lyneandco.co.uk 

View examples of our building and joinery work at:
www.lyneandco.co.uk

Quality building and carpentry work
Bespoke joinery 

Painting and Decorating
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Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038 

£4.00 Per session 

ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN.

QUALIFIED INSTALLERS OF ELECTRIC CAR
CHARGING POINTS.

E: overtonelectricaluk@yahoo.com

07779 630 452


