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Scan to book

Vinyl Flooring Carpets

Book an appointment
jamesforcarpets.co.uk

info@jamesforcarpets.co.uk
01403 801802

Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Horsham’s #1 Mobile 
Carpet Showroom

Home like
Feels of flooring options 

to browse in your 
own home

100’s

Samples brought 
Direct to your door



 
 

Service & repair centre for all makes & models 
 

Collection & delivery available    Sun diagnostics 
MOT repairs    Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries 
Air conditioning service    Courtesy car on request 

 

0011330066  663311779999  
forgemotorco@tiscali.co.uk 

 

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE  RH5 5BE 

 

 

Le Blanc Cake  
 

Luxury wedding cakes  
Celebration cakes  

Birthday cakes  
Event cake displays and dessert tables 

Allergen cakes and treats 
 

Five-star reviews and food hygiene ratings  
 

Fully insured and registered  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact us on: 
Instagram: le.blanc_cake 
Facebook: le-blanc cakes  
Mobile: 07833 494909 
Email: dana1466@hotmail.co.uk 



TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 

FULLY INSURED 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

Wasps, Fleas, Rats, Moles 
Mice, Bugs, Squirrels, etc 
Ring Mr G Goldsmith on: 

Newdigate (01306) 631656 

PEST CONTROL 

CONTROLLED  AND DESTROYED 

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas
most prestigious licensed taxi service.

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

Multi seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com

Advertising Space Available 

If you would like to advertise 
your business in the  
Rusper Parish News 

Please contact 

Sue Matthewson 
 Tel:  01293 871 266 
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   C. P. WILSON 
 

    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 

 

Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 
 
 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 
Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 
Free Quotations 
 
Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 



THE PARISH OF RUSPER

SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S CHURCH RUSPER

Services in February

Holy Communion every Sunday 8am said and 11am sung with hymns

Wednesdays in Lent 12 Noon Way of the Cross

5th- Candlemas

12th- 2 Before Lent

19th- 1 Before Lent

22nd- Ash Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion with Imposition of

Ashes at Durrants Village. NON RESIDENTS WELCOME

26th- Lent 1 with Imposition of Ashes

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES AS A SIGN OF PENITENCE AND REMINDER

OF MORTALITY IS OPTIONAL.

IF YOU HAVE OLD PALM CROSSES TO BE BURNED FOR ASH PLEASE DO

LET NICK HAVE THEM.

Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251
Churchwarden
Churchwarden

Mr Chris Pearce
Mrs Maggie True

01403 268047
01293 871722

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012
Organist

1
Rusper Parish News Feb 2023



Same Difference

In his memoir Recollections of a Sussex Parson Edward Boys Ellman

writing in 1906 draws on over sixty years as vicar of the village of Berwick

East Sussex. It is half that period, precisely thirty years since my

association with Rusper began, so it feels timely to revisit the

Recollections. I first read Ellman’s pithy fifty-nine chapters when in my

teens and remain always struck by the contrasts and similarities in rural

ministry today more than a hundred years after his death.

Ellman has an interest in social trends and an eye for detail and it is

amusing to read for example on the subject of changing fashions that

when he was writing only older men sported the ‘traditional’ pigtails!

At a personal level I feel a sense of connection with him reinforced by

growing up in the same town of Lewes as he did and knowing the same

outlying villages. While his father was called up from the militia formed

during the Napoleonic Wars, mine served in WW2 and later in Aden. By

curious coincidence both my mother and his hailed from the same area

of East Kent.

Two World Wars, social upheaval, and an ongoing media revolution later,

one priest remaining in a single village for decades may seem an

anomaly. In a pluralist society the Church of England is considered by

many to be an anachronism. How relevant can Ellman be for us today?

The Church of England seemed to be in general as an all-time spiritual

low in the early 1800s and the book’s chapter devoted to ‘Careless

Clergy’ reflects this. In a Lenten anecdote we are told how Edward

Raynes, Archdeacon of Lewes ‘gave a dinner party on Ash Wednesday,

quite forgetting the day and when he did recollect it he merely ordered

pancakes as an extra dish.’
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In contrast it has been good to see the manifold increase in devotion and

numbers observing the beginning of Lent in recent years since we began

having the Ash Wednesday service with imposition of ashes for those

who wish at Durrants.

Parish Register

Burials

December 9 Molly Rose Eileen Blaze

December 13 Rosemary Ann Leefe Corner

December 23 Barry Charles Hutchins

Burial of Ashes

January 5

Elizabeth Gilroy

Robert Andrew Hurst

Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen to
be told if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit
newcomers. Holy Communion can be arranged for the housebound or
those who are sick. Nick tries to take Friday as a rest day each week, so
he kindly suggests that in the event of an emergency you please contact
the churchwardens in the first instance.
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RUSPER CHRONICLE

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 14th February 7-9pm in Rusper
Village Hall when we shall finally track down  our dinosaurs.  Yes we did
have dinosaurs! That does feel strange – but very interesting. It is also St
Valentine’s Day – so romantic memories please.  And we need to know
what YOU would like us to look at in the coming year.  Everyone is
welcome – it is a very friendly informal group, so do come and join us.

Margaret White

RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB

Thank you to all those people who continue responding to the request for new
members during this difficult time. The Rusper Church 200 Club is one of the
few continuing forms of income to our lovely church during these challenging
times. You can continue to help by joining the 200 Club or buying additional
shares. All the details about the Rusper Church 200 Club including past winners,
the Rules and an Application Form, are on the Church’s web-site at
www.rusperchurch.org.uk under “THE CHURCH IS YOU” tab. Just print off and
complete the Application Form and then either e-mail it to me at
johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk or send it to me at: Elsinoro, Horsham Road,
Rusper, Horsham, RH12 4PR. Many thanks to all of you who have been regularly
contributing to enable us to make a significant contribution towards the running
costs of the Church over the past few years.

The result of the latest draw is:
December 2022

1st Prize - £200 73         Carrie J
2nd Prize - £75 193 Elaine F
3rd Prize - £50 136 Jean T

John Jory
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DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS
Over the last 2 months we have received 3 donations.  Just £5 from each
household is enough and if you are not sure when you last gave please
contact me.  Donations can be left at the Post Office, in my letterbox or
paid directly into the Bank.  Details are: Sort code 30 94 41 Account No
000007348 Name PCC RUSPER - MAGAZINE

Valerie Bowles 871 412

RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL

Summary of Rusper Parish Council Meeting & Planning Committee
meeting – Dec 2022

The full Minutes of these and all other meetings are available to view on
the Rusper Parish Council website rusper-pc.org.uk/meetings. These
Minutes are draft and subject to change until they have been confirmed
at our next meeting.
To get regular updates from us, including local road work notifications,
please visit our website and subscribe: www.rusper-pc.org.uk.

Planning – 20th Dec 2022

The Council met and held a combined Planning meeting and Council
meeting on 20th December 2022.   Council was asked to agree responses
to the following planning applications during the council meeting.

DC/22/2227 Lower Langhurst Farm, Orltons Lane, Rusper, RH12 4RN -
Rusper Parish Council has no objection to this application.
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DC/22/2227 Gotwick Farm, Orltons Lane, Rusper, RH12 4RN – Rusper
Parish Council has no objection to this application.
DC/22/0553 Wood End Ifield Wood Ifield West Sussex RH11 0LE –
Rusper Parish Council has no objection to this application.
DC/22/1279 Lakeland Lane South of The Mount Farm The Mount Ifield
RH11 0LG - Rusper Parish Council has no objection to this application.
DC/22/2202 Cooks Mead, Millfields Farm, Rusper RH12 4PU - Noted
that the application has been approved.
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Appeal Under Section 78 –
Emmanuel Cottage, Rusper Road, Ifield RH11 0LN. Rusper Parish Council
has no objection to this application but will raise a point regarding the
trees in the hedgerows.
DC/22/2251 Cooks Mead, Millfields Farm, Rusper RH12 4PU – Rusper
Parish Council objects to this application’s location and query the
neighbour consultation.
Local Plan – It was agreed that Cllr Sallows would email the draft letters
to the Councillors for final agreement prior to the Clerk issuing them.
Landscape Interim Report Confidential – It was agreed to continue to
the next phase of the report.

Council Meeting 20th Dec 2022

Meeting dates for 2023 were approved and are attached as an appendix

to the minutes available at the Rusper Parish Council website.

Climate Emergency: It was acknowledged that there is currently a

climate emergency, and all decisions made within the meeting will have

consideration to this.
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Reports from representatives

Councillors reported as follows:

● Cllr L Kitchen visited the Weinerberger Local Association Group and

talked about the delays to the Local Plan.

● Cllr V Hanstad-Pilcher – Old Park Mews, Horsham Road - remarking of

white lines and a 30mph zone and hedges to be cut back have been

programmed in by WSCC.  The 30mph zone has been left with

Highways for their consideration.

● Ifield regarding streetlamps being on at 7pm and it being too dark.

Noted that WSCC are looking at it.

● Cllr V Saunders reported that the Incinerator has been taken over by

QAir.

● Cllr F Maitland-Smith reported that an advert in the Parish Magazine

calling for volunteers got one response back.  Save West of Ifield

public meeting on 21st January 2023 at Rusper Village Hall.

● Cllr G Sallows reported quotes for the repair of the Sports Pavilion are

being sourced.

● Cllr M Fillmore reported that a Gatwick Airport night noise

consultation is due in March 2023.

● Cllr M Cooke attended the HALC meeting, 2 people have been
recruited to assist residents with the cost of living crisis.  Ecology
Workshops are to be held on 2nd February at County Hall and 9th

February at the Ashington Centre.
.
Clerk’s Report

● Original Deeds for the Sports Centre have been received and will be
filed.
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Finance
● Budget for 2023/24 was approved.  Precept for 2023/24 was

approved.

Next Planning meeting is 17th January and the next Council meeting is
31st January 2023.

A MESSAGE FROM CAGNE

CAGNE is your aviation community and environment organisation and
is in need of a Rusper committee member! CAGNE is always pleased to
welcome new committee members from Sussex, Surrey and Kent, to help
our committee with the ever increasing workload - from administration
roles to planning, infrastructure and airspace.  If you can offer some time
and would like to be actively involved, please email
cagnegatwick@gmail.com.  We will also be looking for a new President
this year as our long standing president retires in February.  Find out
more at www.cagne.org

��NOVEMBER CHRISTMAS MARKET��

With the pressing need for funds towards the restoration of the north
aisle at St Mary Magdalene we held a special Christmas Market in church
on 20th November. The congregation was joined by Rusper and beyond
to buy some early Christmas gifts, both homemade and gorgeous “good
as new” gifts.
We are most grateful to all those who came to buy to make the whole
event very jolly and also to all those who kindly donated. ��

Maggie True
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A VERY HARPY CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Something entirely new for lucky Rusper residents and beyond.  A
Christmas concert with a difference. We were excited to welcome not
only the renowned harpist Luisa-Marie Cordell, but also the National
Youth Harp Orchestra, to our church.  The setting could not have been
more perfect, our church decked for Christmas, candles glowing and the
shimmering bell-like Christmas melodies of an orchestra of harps echoing
around us.
Popular award-winning harpist Luisa-Marie Cordell has travelled the
world performing, teaching and playing for leading orchestras and
performing as a soloist recitalist for European recital series.
Unique in Europe, the National Youth Harp Orchestra has fifty of the
most talented harpists from across the UK and performs regularly at
prestigious events and concert venues across the UK including The
Barbican and Cadogan Hall.
Luisa-Marie and her students certainly brought a touch of Christmas
magic to Rusper and our thanks go to everyone that supported us that
night.

Louise Holford- Walker

SAVE WEST OF IFIELD CAMPAIGN

You may already be aware that Horsham Council has delayed publication

of its Local Plan until after the May election.  More detail here:

https://www.sussexexpress.co.uk/news/politics/third-conservative-coun

cil-leader-quits-at-horsham-district-council-within-last-20-months-39813

61
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As a campaign group we welcome this delay because we think more time

is needed to consider the potential benefits of Michael Gove's recent

statements around modifying house building targets.  His proposals are

currently the subject of public consultation - see link below.  We do

understand however that the Plan's delay could open the door to

speculative planning applications from developers, but without more

information it's impossible for us to form a view on how serious this

threat is and on the likelihood of a six month delay making a material

difference, particularly given the constraints imposed by water neutrality.

Also on the plus side, given the inadequate consultation so far, this delay

presents a real opportunity to ensure that residents fully understand the

scale and potential impact of a new 10,000 house development between

Crawley and Horsham.

Horsham Council’s May elections also provide an opportunity to elect a

council that most represents the views of residents.  Save West of Ifield is

planning a Public Meeting in Rusper village hall which will give you the

opportunity to hear key candidates’ views on the Local Plan and the West

of Ifield proposal in particular. Details on date, panellists, etc. to follow.

Please keep an eye on our website for updates:

https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/

With many thanks, Fenella
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HOPE KEITH TRUST
Hi there,
I hope you’re going into the new year feeling positive and happy. The
beginning of a new year can be tough going especially when it’s grey and
wet, so there’s no shame if you’re finding things a bit of a slog at the
moment. Christmas isn’t a great time for everyone and the
post-Christmas period can feel very flat.

It’s one thing to feel a bit down now and then, but if it’s really affecting
your life I’d urge you to reach out to try and seek some support. Anyone
who is feeling anxious, lonely or depressed could talk to their GP or
access one of the other support services available. You matter, there is
help out there and the first step towards feeling better is often just
having a conversation.
Accessing support

● Talk to someone. Tell a friend, family member or someone you
trust how you are feeling.

● Speak to your GP. If you need support out of hours call NHS 111.

● Call the Sussex Mental Health Line on 0800 0309 500.

● Text Shout if you prefer to talk to someone over text message,
Shout offer confidential support 24/7. Text: SHOUT to 85258.

● Join Mind’s online community Side by Side, it’s an online space
where you can listen, share and be heard.
Visit sidebyside.mind.org.uk

● Call the Samaritans on 116 123. They are there 24 hours a day,
365 days a year.

● Visit the e-wellbeing hub for more contacts
https://e-wellbeingadults.co.uk/services
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● Call the Silver Line which is a free 24 hour telephone service for
older people offering friendship, conversation and support 0800
470 80 90

● For adult social care support and if you have concerns about your
own safety or someone you know, contact Adult Social Care at
West Sussex County Council on 01243 642121 or email
socialcare@westsussex.gov.uk.

Older people can also contact Age UK WSBH directly by phone - 0800 019
1310 or email info@ageukwsbh.org.uk. If it’s just a change of scene and a
bit of company you’re after, why not join us at The Star Coffee morning
this month?  The next one is on Tuesday February 14th at 11am at the
Star Inn, Rusper. We are a friendly bunch and really welcoming.

I hope 2023 sees you prioritising your own wellbeing and feeling all the
better for it.
Best wishes, Gaby Aldrich (Village Agent, Rusper/Colgate, Age UK West
Sussex Brighton and Hove)

Tel: 07591 049042 E: gaby.aldrich@ageukwsbh.org.uk

CHURCH CLEANING

February 3rd
February 10th
February 17th
February 24th

Judy Easter
Angie Hill
Mary Dawe
Sue Matthewson

01403 251 979
01293 871 979
01306 627 663
01293 871 266

Sue Matthewson 01293 871266
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RUSPER VILLAGE STORES

We would like to thank all of our customers for their support over the
busy Christmas period, whether you bought a turkey from us or just
popped in for milk. As we move into 2023, don’t forget that we are just
around the corner for all your needs, so don’t worry about having to
venture too far in the windy and rainy weather!

Watch this space for exciting developments in the coming year!

The Rusper Village Stores Team

RUSPER CHAT
Friday 24th February 11 am

Pam - Millfield Rise (871 527)

PLEASE CONTACT THE MONTH’S HOST IF A LIFT
TO ANY CHAT MEETING WOULD BE HELPFUL

ALL WELCOME!
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CALLING ALL BAKERS!

Cakes and refreshments will be served at the Rusper play ‘A Prescription
for Murder’ on Friday 24th, Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th March.

We would be very grateful if you could make or bring as many cakes as
possible to serve during the interval – homemade or bought – anything
and everything welcome!

�� Ready, steady, BAKE!��

Thank you,

Fiona Lear 07816 584908

ADVERTISEMENTS

Can you help? We are a small team who help run, organise and distribute
your Rusper Parish News.
Unfortunately, we are now losing Sue Matthewson who has very
successfully been running the Advertising for the magazine for over 30
years! It’s not a difficult role but is important, as without the income
from our supportive advertisers, our Parish Magazine will not be
sustainable.
You can contact Sue on 01293 871 266 for more information.
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EDITORS

Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for
the March 2023 edition by 14th March 2023.

Fiona Lear- Rutland Lodge, East Street          871 509
fionalear@btinternet.com

John Jory- Elsinoro                                              871 752
johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk

Ella Beckman- Blackwells, Horsham Road     07712 482186
ellagb@thebeckmanns.co.uk

Catherine Flint                                                    871 251
catherine.e.flint@gmail.com

Please contact:

Treasurer - Valerie Bowles (871412) with donations towards the cost of
publishing the Rusper Parish News (valeriebowles39@btinternet.com)

Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266)
(sue.matthewson@btinternet.com)

General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (ray.butler@sky.com)
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   C. P. WILSON 
 

    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 

 

Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 
 
 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 
Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 
Free Quotations 
 
Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUSPER VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE 
www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366 
 

Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 
 
 
 

Shop & Post Office opening times 
 

Monday – Friday 7.30 am- 6.00pm 
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm 
Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm 

 
 

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 
CLINIC 

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  
 

Friendly and reliable  
service    

 
Call us on: 07584 469355  

FRANCES HART       

 
Long Established  

 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING  
(Registered  with Queen Elizabeth  

Foundation Mobility Centre)  
Refresher Courses  

Tel: 01306 613274 
Mobile: 07715 628370 
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Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038  

£4.00 Per session  


