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Scan to book

Vinyl Flooring Carpets

Book an appointment
jamesforcarpets.co.uk

info@jamesforcarpets.co.uk
01403 801802

Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Horsham’s #1 Mobile 
Carpet Showroom

Home like
Feels of flooring options 

to browse in your 
own home

100’s

Samples brought 
Direct to your door



 
 

Service & repair centre for all makes & models 
 

Collection & delivery available    Sun diagnostics 
MOT repairs    Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries 
Air conditioning service    Courtesy car on request 

 

0011330066  663311779999  
forgemotorco@tiscali.co.uk 

 

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE  RH5 5BE 

 

 

Le Blanc Cake  
 

Luxury wedding cakes  
Celebration cakes  

Birthday cakes  
Event cake displays and dessert tables 

Allergen cakes and treats 
 

Five-star reviews and food hygiene ratings  
 

Fully insured and registered  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact us on: 
Instagram: le.blanc_cake 
Facebook: le-blanc cakes  
Mobile: 07833 494909 
Email: dana1466@hotmail.co.uk 



 

 

TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 
 

FULLY INSURED 
 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

Wasps, Fleas, Rats, Moles 
Mice, Bugs, Squirrels, etc 
Ring Mr G Goldsmith on: 

Newdigate (01306) 631656   

PEST CONTROL 

CONTROLLED  AND DESTROYED 

  
   

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas
most prestigious licensed taxi service.

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

Multi seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com
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   C. P. WILSON 
 

    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 

 

Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 
 
 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 

Free Quotations 
 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 



Rusper Parish News                   December 2023/January 2024 1 

THE PARISH OF RUSPER 
SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S 

CHURCH RUSPER 
DECEMBER/JANUARY SERVICES 

 
 

Subject to Government restrictions and Church of England advice, 
details may vary. See Facebook and Website for updates. 

 
Holy Communion every Sunday at 8am [said] and 11am [sung with 
hymns] 
 
December    
Sunday 3rd     11am  Holy Communion 
Tuesday 5th    Durrants Village     10.30am Holy Communion
             NON-RESIDENTS WELCOME 
Sunday 10th          11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 17th  NO SERVICES AT 8.00AM OR 11.00AM  
  READINGS & CAROLS 4pm 
Sunday 24th   VILLAGE CAROLS                4pm  Village Carols  
 FIRST MASS OF THE NATIVITY 9pm 
Monday 25th  Christmas Day  11am   Holy Communion 
Sunday 31st      11am Holy Communion 
 
January    
Sunday 7th      11am   Holy Communion 
Sunday 14th          11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 21st      11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 28h      11am   Holy Communion 
  
February                                                                         
Sunday 4th          FEAST OF CANDLEMAS 11am Holy Communion                                                                                                        
 
Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk 
Why not visit the Rusper Church website and follow Nick on Facebook? 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable, please 
contact the Churchwardens. 
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Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Authorised Lay 
Minister 
Churchwarden 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
 
Mr Stephen Busby 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
 
01293 871279      
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012 
Organist   

 
 
Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen to be told 
if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy 
Communion can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick 
tries to take Friday as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only 
contact him on a Friday in matters of urgency 

______________________ 
 

The Rectory 
High Street 

Rusper 
RH12 4PX 

 
Nick writes…. For some years I have collaborated with Simon Allaby by 
contributing  my own cartoon illustrations to accompany his seasonal 
booklets of anecdotes with a message. His most recent offering is a 
countdown to Christmas, and this is just one of his stories: 
 
 
Stuffed with What? 
In a famous episode of the BBC sitcom the Vicar 
of Dibley, local vicar Geraldine Granger is invited 
to four Christmas lunches. In order not to upset 
anyone she accepts them all. At the second 
enormous meal she is 
challenged to a sprout eating contest with her 
hosts and is reduced to forcing the last sprout into 
her mouth with her fingers. By the end of the day, she is so full that she 
has to be taken home in the bucket of 
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the local farmer’s tractor! 
 
In a season characterised by over-indulgence it’s worth taking a moment 
to consider what we will be full of by the end of the day, and what our 
lives will be full of when our Christmas dinners are digested and long 
forgotten. 
 
In the opening of his Gospel the apostle John makes this observation 
about the life of Jesus, “We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and 
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” The Son of God 
whose birth we celebrate today lived a life that revealed the heart of God; 
a God of grace and mercy, who loves us so much that He gave us His 
Son, so that we might have life and have it to the full. 
 
Happy Christmas and a blessed New Year! 
 
Nick 
 
Check Website and Church Facebook for news and updates. Email 
Nick if you would like to receive the weekly update. 
rusperchurch.org.uk  

 
 
                                    
 
 

 
_________________ 
 

 
HOPE KEITH TRUST 

    
Sadly we no longer have an Age UK village agent but the search for a 
new Rusper village agent continues.   
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RUSPER CHAT 2023/2024 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Friday 15 December 2.30 pm 
Angie, Hills Barn. 871274 

 
 

Friday 26 January 2.30 pm 
Judy & Carrie, Ses Sevines. 871845 

 
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE MONTH’S HOST IF A LIFT 
TO ANY CHAT MEETING WOULD BE HELPFUL 

 
ALL WELCOME! 

 
__________________ 

 
 
 

BARN DANCE 
 

Marion and John Fenton would like to thank those people who came to a 
barn dance on Saturday 4th November at the Drill Hall, Horsham in aid of St 
Catherine’s hospice. We raised a total of £1,308.00. So thank you. 
 
Marion and John Fenton 
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NEWDIGATE BOWLS CLUB 
Ever fancied trying Bowls as a pastime? Or if you've bowled in the past, 
why not start playing again? Bowls is one of the few outdoor sports that 
men and women can play together and compete as equals. It is a great 
activity that naturally promotes both physical and mental health. Contrary 
to popular perception, Bowls is an all age sport, but is particularly suited 
to those transitioning from full-time work or who have taken early 
retirement. 

 

Your local club is the Newdigate Bowls Club. We are a friendly village 
club, always keen to encourage new members to join in and play the 
sport of bowls. We are a mixed club with both playing and social 
members. The playing season runs from mid-April till late-September. 
Whether you're a beginner or experienced, come and join in our popular 
weekly 'Club Night' every Tuesday evening from 6pm throughout the 
season.  
 
The club will be hosting Open Days in March 2024, which will include 
free coaching and an introduction to the facilities. Details will be in the 
January edition of this magazine. So, if you're curious about the sport, 
looking for either the competitive aspect or the social version with gentle 
exercise, please get in touch! 
 
Fees for the 2024 season: 
£120 - Full playing membership (existing members) 
£60 –  New members fee 
£30 - Social Membership (non-playing) 
Free - Junior Playing Membership (under 18 years) 
 
For all enquiries, please contact the Club Secretary Diana Banthorpe on 
07769 561086 
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RUSPER ART GROUP ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
We moved to Rusper three and a half years ago and, since then, have 
spent much of our time and energy renovating our cottage and creating a 
garden. Then, all of a sudden, there was no more building work and no 
more decorating to do, so joining the Rusper Art Group, which I had 
thought about doing for some time, was possible! 
 
So, four weeks ago, carrying my very old school box of paints and a new 
pad of water colour paper, I bravely entered the village hall where the 
Rusper Art Group had been meeting for many, many years. To my relief I 
found everyone very laid back, relaxed and very friendly and welcoming. 
 
A huge variety of skills are displayed by the participants: pastel work, lino 
printing, acrylics, oils, water colour, collage, mixed media...large and 
small, abstract and figurative. I soon discovered that the group was 
preparing for the annual exhibition of their work ... which was due to take 
place during the last weekend of October. 
 
A great deal of preparation and organisation is needed for the task of 
displaying everyone’s work in the village hall and for a couple of days 
prior to the show there is a burst of activity making the hall resemble a 
beehive! In addition to showing their work, some members of the group 
offer a variety of beautiful cards that they have produced. But their 
creativity does not stop there; they also bake all sort of cakes each more 
delicious than the other in order to tempt visitors to the refreshment area. 
On the last day, the show ends with a raffle organised by the group 
which offers attractive prizes, all donated by the group members. 
 
This year the profits generated by the exhibition were shared 50/50 
between the Church Appeal Fund and Rusper Village Hall, each 
receiving £ 460.00. This was good but, as always, we would have liked to 
have done more. So, to all of you who came to the exhibition and 
contributed to its success, I say on behalf of the group a big thank you for 
your support, and to those who did not make it, please do come next 
time and feel part of the community spirit. We need your encouragement 
and value your support. 
 
Marie-France Calba 
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 
 
 

 
 
 

St Mary Magdalene’s Church RUSPER 
 

Saturday 16th December 2023 
4.30-6.30pm 

 
Join us for the official ‘light up’ of Christmas trees inside 
the church at 5.00pm and celebrate with a glass of mulled 

wine. Whilst enjoying all the trees, why not take advantage of 
our Christmas min-market, with lots of ideas for that last 

minute shop. 
 

All the Christmas trees have been very kindly sponsored by 
both local people and local businesses and will be decorated 

with individuality and style. 
 

Louise Holford-Walker 
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CHURCH CLEANING 
 

Will all the Church Cleaners kindly collect a copy of the 2024 
Cleaning Schedule from the Church 

 
 

December 1st  
December 8th  
 
December 15th 
December 
23rd/24th   
December 30th  
January 6th  
January 13th 
January 20th  
January 27th  
  
February 2nd  

 
Judy Butler 
Carrie & Chris 
Johnson 
Pam Turner 
Keith Davies 
 
Pat Newman 
Fiona Lear 
Gill Fleming 
Ros Maiden 
Carrie & Chris 
Johnson 
Judy Easter 

 
01293 871845 
01293 871553 
 
075125 65316  
07710 601 081 
 
01293 871354 
01293 871509 
01293 871371 
01403 257088 
01293 871553 
 
01403 251979 

 
Sue Matthewson 01293 871266 

___________________ 
 
 

RUSPER CHRONICLE 
 
REMEMBRANCE  
Thirty two years ago a little red book arrived in Rusper – nothing to 
do with the Chinese version, but “The Men who Marched Away”, a 
book about the men on our Rusper War Memorial.  
 In her introduction Eve Seaward wrote: “It was during the three-
minute silence in 1989 that I looked at the names carved into the 
Rusper Memorial and wondered how many of the younger 
generation in our village today had even heard of them, let alone 
knew anything about the men they represented or the families from 
which they came.  Yet these families were part of our village life; 
they came from the butcher’s shop, the coal merchant, from farms 
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and other local places, they were known at Rusper School, they 
were blessed at the font, married at the altar, and if they did not 
‘die in a foreign field’ they were buried in the churchyard.” Eve 
herself was remembering her first husband, John Rappaport, who 
was killed in 1943, less than a year after they were married and 
before their son was born.   
And so began our continuing interest in finding out more about 
these men, helped nowadays by sites like Ancestry and intensive 
research by Jean Wood and others.  
 But then what about those who marched away – and came 
back?  A Welcome Home Party was organised in 1945 at Normans 
– which must have been very sad for Lady de la Rue whose 
youngest son, Victor St George, did not return from the war in 
Burma. We need to know about them too, so now we have a scroll 
of names from WW1 of men who returned to the village, and we 
need to do the same for WW11.  For some like Joe Jupp jnr the 
war gave them new wider opportunities or training in new skills.    
And those who stayed in the village?  We had a Home Guard 
platoon.  It would be good to learn more about that so please get in 
touch if you have any information.    
All these thoughts occupied our November Rusper Chronicle 
meeting with many contributions from those present.  At the end 
one can’t help thinking that for such a small village Rusper’s 
contribution to two World Wars was something for which  to be 
proud.    
NEXT MEETING: 12TH DECEMBER  7-9 pm small hall, Rusper 
Village Hall.  Our meetings are very user-friendly with no long 
boring talks!  So do join us and help to unravel the history of 
Rusper. PLEASE NOTE: There will be no meeting in January 
2024.   
 
Margaret White 
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RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB 
 
Thank you to all those people who continue responding to the request for 
new members. The Rusper Church 200 Club is one of the continuing 
forms of income to our lovely church during these challenging times. You 
can continue to help by joining the 200 Club or buying additional shares. 
All the details about the Rusper Church 200 Club including past winners, 
the Rules and an Application Form, are on the Church’s web-site at 
www.rusperchurch.org.uk under “THE CHURCH IS YOU” tab. Just print 
off and complete the Application Form and then either e-mail it to me at 
johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk or send it to me at: Elsinoro, Horsham 
Road, Rusper, Horsham, RH12 4PR. Many thanks to all of you who have 
been regularly contributing to enable us to make a significant contribution 
towards the running costs of the Church over the past few years. 
The results of the latest draws are:  
 
          November 2023  
      
1st Prize - £200   195 Sarah H     
2nd Prize - £75      25  Roland A              

  3rd Prize - £50    213 Paula D        
 
John Jory 

____________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS 
 

This month we have received 8 donations.  A record - it must have been the 
way I glared at people at the Art Show!  Just £5 from every household is fine 
and can be left at the Post Office or in my letter box. The Bank details for 
direct transfer are : Sort Code 30 94 41 Account 00007348 Name PCC 
RUSPER – MAGAZINE.  Thank You. 
 
Valerie Bowles (871 412) 
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SAVE WEST OF IFIELD CAMPAIGN 
Members of Save West of Ifield met Jeremy Quin MP at his Rusper 
surgery on 27thOctober. We were pleased that he gave us an hour of his 
time to explain our concerns about over-development in Horsham 
District, and in particular the proposal for 3,000 new houses in the parish, 
and the possibility of a further 7,000 houses and a by-pass.  Although he 
didn’t feel able to offer us his support, we will continue to lobby him in the 
hope that his recent resignation from his ministerial role will free him to 
focus on his constituents.                 
We also met John Milne and Sam Raby – Horsham Cabinet members – 
with planning officials, to discuss our more technical objections to the 
West of Ifield proposals.  We covered a number of topics, but everyone 
agreed that Homes England’s proposals for transport and traffic are key 
concerns. We took the opportunity to counter HDC’s belief that ‘everyone 
wants a Full Western Relief Road’ (by-pass), and that taking more 
housing is the way to deliver it.         
HDC intend to discuss the new draft Local Plan at back-to-back Cabinet 
and Council meetings on 11th December.  We intend to rally outside the 
council offices (Parkside) on the 11th – please join us and see Facebook 
or email us for more details.  We expect the new Plan to be published on 
4th December or possibly just before.  The Regulation 19 consultation 
period will run during January and February and this is EVERYONE’s 
opportunity to let the Planning Inspector know your views.  Again – see 
our Facebook and emails for more information nearer the time.    
You may have noticed that Homes England submitted an Environmental 
Impact Assessment Scoping Opinion Request to HDC – see HDC 
planning portal, reference EIA/23/0007.  Although strictly speaking this 
was not a public consultation, nonetheless we submitted a detailed 
response in respect of habitat and biodiversity where we identified many 
errors, omissions and inconsistencies.  Our response is on the HDC 
planning portal, and our website.   
The next Quiz at the Plough (Rusper) is on Tuesday 5th December at 
8pm.   https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/ 
Fenella Maitland-Smith  savewestofifield@gmail.com 
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PARISH REGISTER 
 

Funeral  
November 14 - Douglas Bristow 

___________________ 
 

EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
February 2024 edition by 14 January 2024. 
 
Fiona Lear   Rutland Lodge, East Street 871509
    fionalear@btinternet.com 
John Jory   Elsinoro, Horsham Rd         07887 804223 
    johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk 
Ella Beckmann  Blackwells, Horsham Rd 07712 482186 
    21ellagb@gmail.com  
 
Please contact: 
 
Treasurer - Valerie Bowles (871412) with donations towards the cost of 
publishing the Rusper Parish News (valeriebowles39@btinternet.com) 
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266) 
(sue.matthewson@btinternet.com) 
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (ray.butler@sky.com) 

____________________ 
 
 

RUSPER VILLAGE HALL 
 

If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the 
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a 
booking form. 
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    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 

 

Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 
 
 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 

Free Quotations 
 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUSPER VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE 
www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366 
 

Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 
 
 
 

Shop & Post Office opening times 
 

Monday – Friday 7.30 am- 6.00pm 
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm 
Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm 

 
 

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 
CLINIC 

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  
 

Friendly and reliable  
service    

 
Call us on: 07584 469355  
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Medical Aesthetics
Botox, Fillers, Skin Peels

by an experienced medical practitioner

Facial and body treatments
Plus a specialist in electrolysis permanent hair 

removal and all non-malignant skin issues

MILLFIELD HOUSE, RUSPER

07976 686127
01293 871406

The Beauty
Studio
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Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038  

£4.00 Per session  


