
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

LETTERS FROM THE ‘FRONT’  



 

 

 
 



Letter from Alfred Jack Dancy to his mother, printed in the West 
Sussex County Times on 7th August 1915 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

LETTERS FROM RONALD FARLEY TO HIS MOTHER: 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

SOURCES; 

The original Booklet, published in 1991, was researched by the late Mrs Eve SeRusperd of Axmas 
Cottage, Mrs Margaret White of Averys and Paul Reed of Flanders Research. 

During the course of this research Mrs Seaward interviewed the following people:- 

Mr Len Adams Mr G L Beecher 
Mrs Daisy Brooking Mrs Win Cocks 
Mrs Mabel Collins (nee Cocks) Mrs Clinch 
Mrs Rosamund Chapman (nee Trivett) Mrs Cudsen (nee Brooker)  * 
Mr Ken De bow Miss Diana de la Rue 
Mr Peter Farley Mr & Mrs Michael Gander 
Miss Hurst Mrs Daisy Kilner 
Mrs Betty Page Mrs Win Pettifer 
Mr Jack Phelps Mrs Audrey Scott (nee Watts) 
Mrs Sexton Mr George Walder 
Mr Tony Watts Mrs Constance Whitehead (formerly Hart) 
Mrs Janet Wise  General and Mrs Wood 

• Believe this is mis-spelt and should be Mrs Cusden 

Since the Booklet was published vast amounts of information has been made available on the internet 
and these resources were used to up-date and add to the original information. 

New Sources used were: 
War List of the University of Cambridge                                                                                                   
Tonbridge at War                                                                                                                                                   
West Sussex Country Times (Horsham Library)                                                                                                     
Index to Servicemen and other in West Sussex Newspapers 1914-19                                                              
The Ross-shire Journal                                                                                                                                        
The London Gazette                                                                                                                                            
The Cricketer.com                                                                                                                                                  
General Registry Office (Birth, Marriage & Death Certificates)                                                                 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Web Site                                                                                                         
Find A Grave                                                                                                                                                                                
WW1 War Diaries                                                                                                                                                    
History Points/…/gun-craft-tragedy                                                                                                                                     
Yorkshire-aircraft.co.uk                                                                                                                                                   
aviation-safety.net                                                                              
www,chinditscloth1943.com/lieutenant-victor-st-george-de-la-rue                                                  
Marlborough College’s Archivist 
Absent Voters’ List 1918 Horsham & Worthing Districts 
Rusper School and Collyer’s School Admission Records 
Photographs and papers from the families of Evelyn Denniston and Jack Dancy 
International Red Cross index to POWs 
Forces as at War Website 
http://armyservicenumbers.blogspot.co.uk 
 

Ancestry.com and Find My Past.com 
• Birth Marriage & Death Indexes 
• Digitalised Parish Records (Baptisms, Marriages) 
• Australian Birth Index 
• National Probate Index 
• UK Soldiers  Died in the Great War 
• Censuses 
• Register of Soldier’s Effects 
• WW1 Medal Rolls and Indexes 
• Public Family Trees 
• British Army WW1 Service and Pension Records 

 

 



RUSPER AND THE TWO WORLD WARS -   PAUL REED                                     
abridged from the “Men Who Marched Away, published in 1991” 

When the Great War came to a close in the winter of 1918, over a million men from the 
British Empire had died in what was pledged to be the “War to end all Wars”.   They had left 
behind them mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, wives, sweethearts, children and friends.   It 
was the greatest loss this country had every suffered in War and indeed in the whole of its 
history.   Everyone knew someone who had died; there was no escaping death’s cruel hand 
in those four long years of endless casualty lists and telegram boys coming to the door with 
the fateful message “we regret to inform you..” 

This great feeling of loss created in British society something that was essentially a new 
phenomena – the desire to remember and record the names of those who had fallen.   It had 
its roots in Victorian society where the commemoration of the dead had become big 
business, but as such it was only those with money who ended up buried in style, as many 
of our rural and urban cemeteries testify. 

After the Great War the desire was there to commemorate all of the dead – both those from 
the back streets of the many industrial cities as well as the men from the large houses in the 
every growing suburbia.  This extended into the countryside where the names of farm 
workers were to be recorded alongside the squire’s son from the big house on the outskirts 
of the village. 

The most common way to commemorate the War dead was to build and erect a War 
Memorial.  They took many forms – from simple stone obelisks, to crosses, to ornate statues 
of soldiers or biblical figures or even Christ. 

The Village of Rusper was no exception.   Shortly after the Great War the local people 
organised a Rusper Memorial committee, raised the necessary funds and erected a simple 
stone in the grounds of the church, recording the names and ranks of those from the parish 
and some of the neighbouring hamlets and farms, who had been killed between 1914 and 
1919.   Further names were added after the Second World War. 

Three quarters of a century later, a team of researchers, anxious about the poor state of the 
memorial and curious as to the fate of those commemorated, found the job of tracing these 
men somewhat difficult.   There were a few local people left in the village from the far off 
days of 1914, and likewise a handful who could remember the names which were added 
after the Second World War.   After several months of research most of the men from 
Rusper and its environs had been traced and the names reflected well the overall pattern of 
enlistments and casualties in the two World Wars. 

Obviously there were a larger number of names recorded for the Great War, many of them 
belonging to the county Regiment, the Royal Sussex.    Despite the fact that the 
headquarters of the 4th (Territorial) Battalion was only a few miles away at Horsham, nearly 
all the local men who joined the Royal Sussex Regiment enlisted in the 11th, 12th or 13th 
(Southdowns) Battalions of Kitchener’s Army.    Their dates of death reflect the major action 
of those Battalions.  

The Regular Army was represented by Christopher Cox, a private in the 3rd Rifle Brigade 
who had served in the Boer War.   As part of the British Expeditionary Force, his Battalion 
landed on 12th September 1914 and he was killed only two weeks later. 

The officers reflect the social order of the day with Captain Eric Casswell being 
commissioned in a “snobs” Regiment like the Rifle Brigade, and ending his days as a pilot in 
the Royal Flying Corps, Captain Walter Spencer joining the 23rd Londons, and Captain Guy 
Dowling commissioned in the Kings Own Royal Rifles.   All came from some of the large 
houses on the edge of the village. 

Of particular interest and perhaps not a little unusual for the small parish like Rusper are the 
three men who served in the 22nd Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers.   The 22nd were a unit of 
Kitchener’s Army raised by the Mayor and Borough of Kensington in September 1914.   



Indeed it was known as the “Kensington Battalion” and each of the original enlistments had 
their regimental number prefixed by a “K”.   Privates Walder, Holcomb and Singleton were all 
in this Battalion and all had the “K” prefix; none of them had any connection to Kensington 
and had probably never even been thre.   So the reason?   The commanding officer of the 
Battalion had a large estate at Roffey, a few miles to the south-west of Rusper, which he 
turned into a camp for the Kensingtons and where the three privates, and almost certainly 
several other Rusper men who survived the War, travelled to enlist in October 1914.   The 
Battalion disbanded in France at both the time of Holcomb’s death. 

The names of those killed in the Second World War are also unusual, with five of the eight 
names being those of officers.   Three were RAF officers, two of whom had the 
Distinguished Flying Cross.   Of the other two officers, one was killed with the Indian Brigade 
in Burma and the other at St Nazaire with No. 2 Commando.   Of the three other ranks, two 
are buried in the churchyard itself and the third was killed in Holland. 

The men whom the War Memorial commemorated have been dead for a long time now.   
Whole lifetimes have come and gone.   Few people care to remember them these days but 
let us hope that someone will pause in Rusper High Street, look at the list of names – all too 
long for such a small community – and ask what happened to them.    Let us hope this 
booklet may provide a few answers. 

 

Note:   Paul Reed, a professional researcher, specialising in the two World War, kindly 
volunteered his services in the preparation of the original booklet, seeking out official data 
from Government records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


