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01403 801802
jamesforcarpets.co.uk

info@jamesforcarpets.co.uk

Arrange a home 
visit with

 James today

Specialists in  
Carpet, Vinyl and Lvt 

for over 20 years

NOW HIRING 
Experienced 
Carpet And 
Vinyl Fitters 



 
 

Service & repair centre for all makes & models 
 

Collection & delivery available  w  Sun diagnostics 
MOT repairs  w  Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries 
Air conditioning service  w  Courtesy car on request 

 

01306 631799 
forgemotorco@tiscali.co.uk 

 

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE  RH5 5BE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 FREE ESTIMATES & FRIENDLY ADVICE 

TEL: 0800 2 118 618 

K.D RAYNSFORD 
Your Local Builder! 

’s, Brickwork 
Fencing, Turfing, Garden Clearance 

Roofing Repairs 
g – Internal & External 

Kitchens & Bathrooms F d 
All Types of Building Work 

 & Refurbishments 
 

 



TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 

FULLY INSURED 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com

 

Temple Cloud is a specialist finance broker providing the cost-
effective solutions for: 

 Developers 
 Investors 

  

 

 

  

 Auction Finance 
 Bridging Finance 
 Development Funding 
 Revolving credit/secured overdraft for business and developers 
 Residential Investment – Buy-to-Let for individuals and Ltd company investors 
 Commercial & Semi-commercial mortgages for businesses and investors 
 Equity Release 
 Homeowner Mortgages 

 

 

 

 

For more information or to discuss your project please call 07359048882 or email 
info@templecloudfinance.com  

ADNFC Mortgages & Temple Cloud Finance are trading styles of ANDREW NOLAN MORTGAGES LTD which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No 918720. 

Your home or property may be at risk if you fail to keep up repayments 
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R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
R.Turner
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  

Free Quotations 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266
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THE PARISH OF RUSPER 
SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S 

CHURCH RUSPER 
FEBRUARY 2025 SERVICES 

 
 

Holy Communion every Sunday at 8am [said] and 11am [sung with 
hymns]. Monthly at Durrants Retirement Village. Mass celebrated 
also every Wednesday at 10am at All Saints’ Roffey. 
 
Services in February      
Sunday 2nd Feast of Candlemas  11am Holy Communion 
    Coffee & Cake after the service                     
Thursday 6th         Durrants Village    10.30am Holy Communion
             NON-RESIDENTS WELCOME 
Sunday 9th  4th Before Lent       11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 16th      11am  Holy Communion 
Sunday 23rd       11am  Holy Communion 
Wednesday 5th March       Durrants Village    10.30am Holy Communion 
Ash Wednesday with Imposition of Ashes NON-RESIDENTS WELCOME 
 
Why not visit the Rusper Church website and follow Nick on Facebook? 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable, please 
contact the Churchwardens. 

 
Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Authorised Lay 
Minister 
Churchwarden 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
 
Mr Stephen Busby 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
 
01293 871219      
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012 
 

Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen to be told 
if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy 
Communion can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick 
tries to take Friday as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only 
contact him on a Friday in matters of urgency 
Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk 
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The Rectory 
High Street 

Rusper 
RH12 4PX 

 
Obadiah the Oyster 
 
Deep at the bottom of the ocean sat Obadiah the oyster. Like a little blob 
of jelly safe and comfortable in his little armour shell he could enjoy the 
comings and goings of the fish and other sea creatures who shared the 
watery world he called home. It was not what you might think an exciting 
life but Obadiah was content. Until one day 
all that changed. It was a silly little thing. A 
tiny grain from his sandy bed somehow got 
inside his shell. How irritating the hard little 
grain was. Almost invisible, but have you 
ever had sand in your shoe or your clothes 
rubbing against your skin? It can be difficult 
to find and shake out. Have you ever had 
an itch that you just couldn’t reach to 
scratch? That was how Obadiah felt. But 
oysters don’t have fingers to give 
themselves a good scratch. All he could do 
was keep slowly rubbing his body against 
the inside of his shell  
 
 
Life for Obadiah became quite 
uncomfortable. Then one day there was a 
loud splosh from overhead and a flash of 
colour as a swimmer dived into the sea. 
Straight down to where Obadiah was sitting, she swam and picked him 
up. Then very gently and carefully she opened his shell and looked 
inside. What she saw inside his rough grey shell made her face light up 
with wonder. It was the most beautiful thing she had ever seen in her life; 
a gleaming precious pearl. It had been created from the grain of sand… 
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Giving Obadiah a grateful kiss she put him back where he belonged and 
swam away with the pearl in her hand. She was gone, but so Obadiah 
realised happily was his itch! 
The girl took the pearl to a jeweller who gasped when he saw how 
beautifully it glowed. He promised to sell it for her and put it in the 
window of his shop where one day soon after it was seen by a collector 
of fine pearls. He had been searching all his life for a pearl such as this 
one and when saw it as like a dream come true. He asked the jeweller 
the price. A lot of money - but the collector decided to sell his house, his 
car and everything he had to own that pearl. © N Flint 
 
Nick 

____________________ 
 
Check Website and Church Facebook for news and 
updates. Email Nick if you would like to receive the 
weekly update. rusperchurch.org.uk  
 
 

____________________ 
 
 

PARISH REGISTERS 
 
Holy Baptism  
24 November - Maeve Genie Allen 
 
Memorial Service  
6 December - Danny McCartney 
6 January - Anita Greenwood  
 
Burial of Ashes  
10 January - Sandra Court  
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RUSPER CHRONICLE 
 

Some of you may remember Rusper Village Stores selling Rusper Tea. 
At our December meeting we discussed how this came about. 
It was produced and named by Frank Edgcumbe Rendle who had spent 
much of his childhood at Rusper Rectory with the Trevaskis family. His 
mother Eleanor Edgcumbe Rendle was the sister of Eva Trevaskis, the 
wife of Reverend Trevaskis. Eleanor (known as Nell) is buried in our 
churchyard alongside the Trevaskis family.  
 
When Frank came back from India and Africa, after 20 years in the tea 
trade  he couldn't find any tea to compare with the top tier tea he was 
used to, so he decided to blend his own and his first tea he named 
Rusper after his childhood memories of his time spent living at the 
Rectory with his aunt. 
 
The Edgcumbe Rendle family were well known in London as glazing 
contractors. 
 
In March 1922 newspaper reports tell us that The King was suffering 
from a cold and so The Queen attended in his Majesty's place and 
performed the opening ceremony of the new Waterloo Station. The glass 
roof of the new station was 1000 tons of glass, covering 560,000 square 
feet and 60 miles of glazing bars. It was constructed by William 
Edgcumbe Rendle and Company and was the biggest job they had yet 
undertaken. 
Frank's family still produce and sell Rusper Tea at their Edge cafes in 
Arundel and Littlehampton. 
 
 
Joan Frazer 
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RUSPER VILLAGE HALL 

 
If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the 
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a 
booking form. 
 

______________________ 
 
 
 
CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY 

 
Please remember there is a Churchyard Working Party on the first 
Monday of the month which will be 3rd February 2025 10 - 12 noon. 
 
  

   RUSPER CHAT 2025 
 
 
 

 
 

FRIDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2.30PM – PAT 
 TANGLEWOOD – 01293 871354 

 
PLEASE CONTACT THE MONTH’S HOST IF A LIFT 

TO ANY CHAT MEETING WOULD BE HELPFUL 
 

ALL VERY WELCOME! 
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This is an entry from a Rusper Parish News from probably the 1960s 
(although actually from early 19th century)! 
 
Maggie True 
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RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the combined Planning Committee and Parish Council 
Meeting on Tuesday 17th December 2024 at 7.00pm. This meeting was 
held at Rusper Village Hall. 

Present: Cllrs M Cooke (Chair), G Hussey (Vice Chair), G Sallows, M 
Fenton, R Gatt, M Fillmore, Fenella Maitland-Smith, Simon White, D 
Matthews. 
Also present: There were no members of the public.   
Meeting commenced 1901hrs 
Declarations of Interest 
Cllr F Maitland-Smith declared that she was the Chair of the Save West 
of Ifield should a report on the Local Plan be made under Agenda item 6. 
 
DC/24/1818 Westons House Wimland Road Rusper West Sussex 
RH12 4QU 
It was RESOLVED no objection to the application as long as the annexe 
is kept as part of the main property and does not become a separate 
dwelling.   
DC/24/1787 Winterfold Farm Wimland Road Rusper West Sussex 
RH12 4QU 
It was RESOLVED to object to the application as it an over intensification 
of the site,  the council questions the wastewater disposal is as it is so 
close to the water course and there is no description of how waste will be 
managed.  The council would like to see a rural workers tie condition on 
the property. 
HRA/24/0019 Jacaranda Whitehall Drive Ifield Crawley West Sussex 
RH11 0LP 
It was RESOLVED to object to the application as the water is not defined 
as being sourced outside of the Arun Valley and has been reported as 
possibly being used by the mains water supply.  The council would 
expect that a similar condition as for Quincefold in Horsham Road 
Rusper DC/21/2363 could be applied to avoid an adverse impact on the 
Arun Valley. 
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Planning Appeal APP/Z3825/W/24/3341965  - Description of 
Application: Prior Notification for Change of Use of Agricultural Building 
to no 5 dwellinghouses. Site at: Stumbleholme Farm Rusper Road Ifield 
West Sussex RH11 0LQ.  It was RESOLVED to apply the objection 
made to DC/24/0036 to be copied to the planning inspector. 
Water Neutrality Question - The response to correspondence to HDC 
regarding water neutrality was considered and accepted. The council 
were grateful for the answers provided but since the halting of the Local 
Plan Regulation 19 the issue of water neutrality has now become 
confused.  The inspector criticised HDC handling of water neutrality and 
there was only reference made to SNOWS rather than approving other 
opportunities that were  not part of the SNOWS scheme.  Therefore, 
projects that are providing alternatives such as bore holes have been 
rejected as it does not fall as part of the SNOWS scheme.  The issue that 
has not been adequately answered is the accumulative effect of people 
using lots of boreholes.    It was agreed that Cllr F Maitland-Smith will 
write a further response to the water neutrality answer to be issued back 
to HDC by the Clerk. 
 
Rusper Sports Club Management - An email update was emailed to 
councillors prior to the meeting. It was proposed to make the sports club 
a CIO charity.  The committee have been given the new proposal and 
are considering it.  The next committee meeting is being held in the new 
year.  All comments from the draft to be issued to Cllr Fillmore. Carry 
item to the next meeting.   
 
Gatwick  - The Gatwick report movements report was noted and is on 
the website.  Cllr M Fillmore received a report on night flight restrictions 
which is currently being reviewed. 
Noise Management Board of Gatwick airport as a representative Cllr 
Fillmore gave feedback. 
 
Fingerposts 
The Clerk noted that the fingerpost report and maintenance charges 
have been received.  Item carried to next meeting. 
227-24 Speed Watch 20mph  
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The 20mph TRO was discussed and a meeting has been arranged with 
WSCC Highways. 
It was considered to place 2 new solar powered SID (Speed Indication 
Devices) in two of the licenced locations to provide traffic information for 
the speed watch campaign and to slow traffic down.   
It was considered that the two locations to place the new SID would be 
Gardeners Green and Ghyll Manor and to leave the battery sign in 
Lambs Green.  The council will make a recommendation at the next 
meeting.  Carry to next meeting.   
 
Representatives 
Police meeting – Cllr G Hussey attended a focus group with parish 
councils.  Shoplifting was mentioned as police now only attend cases 
which involve violence, Horsham has the highest risk for shoplifting.  The 
PCSO has to wait for calls to come via a 101 report before she can 
attend, the meeting was made aware of this.  The police will increase 
their precept by 3%. 
Playground – roof of the chatroom is being repaired and so far there has 
been one quote back for new play equipment. 
Financial - It was resolved to approve the reports as attached - 
Reconciliation, Budget and Unity Bank transactions for November. The 
finance appointed councillor signed the reconciliation, Chair signed the 
bank statements.   
The council considered 3 tree survey quotations.  All quotations were of 
a similar price and all companies were local to the parish.  It was 
proposed to use Gale Trees to survey the trees on this occasion.  It was 
unanimously agreed.  It was resolved to appoint Gale Trees as the 
preferred supplier for the tree quotation.  
The council noted the updated UMS certificate and the energy supplier 
quote from Clear Utilities.  It was discussed that the quotation did not 
have a standing charge, but the Kwh was slighting higher.  The Clerk 
explained that not many companies were offering a UMS contract and 
the SSE contract ends on 31st March 2025.  The council agreed to 
search for a new provider during February for the March meeting.  Clerk 
to go back to Clerk Utilities.  Item carried to February 2025. 
The council considered the streetlights maintenance contract.  It was 
agreed that the lights in Cooks Meadow were new LED and would need 
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little maintenance and Cooks Mead would need upgrading to LED.  The 
Clerk advised council that a new LED top was around £370 plus VAT per 
light.  It was agreed unanimously to not to go ahead with the 
maintenance contract but to add the streetlights upgrade to the parish 
action plan.  
 
Annual Litter Pick 
It was agreed to be held on Sunday 6th April 2024.  Clerk to contact HDC 
to book in the pickers and bags. 
 
Matters Arising 
It was agreed to add bus shelters to the next agenda as a separate item. 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC In accordance with the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Council have the right to 
exclude the public and press from a meeting in respect of confidential or 
sensitive information which is prejudicial to the public interest and may 
pass a resolution, without notice, to do so. 
 
233-24 Award Contracts 
Cllr Maitland-Smith left the meeting at 2102hrs to attend a prior 

arrangement. 
The Clerk received 3 tender quotes for council consideration following 
the advertisement of the contract which was closed on 16th December 
2024.  The grass cutting contract is for a 3-year period as advertised.  A 
report was issued prior to the meeting and displayed on the projector.  
The council considered each contract, looked at costs against projected 
budget and discussed each contract.  It was proposed to appoint 
supplier C for the next 3 seasons.  A vote was taken, and it was 
unanimously approved. 
It was RESOLVED to appoint supplier C for the grass cutting tender.  
Clerk to issue letters to all 3 tender applicants as all three had offered a 
good range of options for council to consider.   
Next meeting is the planning committee meeting on 21st January 
2025. 
Meeting closed 2109hrs  
 
Parish Council Clerk 
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\SAVE WEST OF IFIELD CAMPAIGN 
Most people will be aware that after only three days of his Examination 
hearings the Planning cancelled the remaining hearings because of 
his “significant concerns about the soundness and legal compliance 
of the plan in respect of a number of areas”. At the time of writing 
this, we were waiting to see his letter setting out the detail of his 
concerns, and the likely next steps.  See:  Inspectors Hearings 
Holding Letter 
So what had happened at the hearings?   

1.       SWOI had spoken on two of the three days of hearings on 
the following matters: 

a.                  HDC’s inadequate community involvement – 
many residents considered that HDC’s Regulation 19 
consultation process was inaccessible and non-inclusive, 
particularly due to digital exclusion. See SWOI-
Examination-verbal-statement-Community-Involvement 
b.                  HDC’s inadequate Sustainability Appraisal – 
the scoring and appraisal of the housing sites was not 
sound due to a lack of underlying data and insufficient 
consideration of possible adverse effects. See SWOI-
Examination-verbal-statement-Sustainability Appraisal, and 
c.                   HDC’s inadequate spatial strategy – 
Crawley not recognised in their ‘settlement hierarchy’ and 
unclear what WOI is in spatial terms - just an allocation 
without any real connection to Crawley – and not a new 
town, or a new settlement. See: Save West of Ifield 
1191263 

2.                  HDC subsequently wrote to the Inspector urging 
him to “reconsider his position and to contemplate reopening 
the examination hearings in the new year”. HDC suggested 
that “there is no reason why the examination should not 
consider whether it is expedient to add further sites to deliver 
housing to meet its need”. In other words, HDC would like time 
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to add more sites into the Plan.  See: HDC Local Plan 
Examination Hearing Letter  

What can we say about the implications for WOI? 
Not much at this stage. The Inspector’s main job is to make sure the 
Plan delivers new houses in line with Government targets, plus 
additional housing for the unmet need of neighbouring councils, 
unless there are exceptional reasons not to, and he may judge that 
the water neutrality policies are not sound in this respect. On the one 
hand this could increase the pressure to keep WOI in the Plan.  But 
on the other hand: 

a.             There are several other large sites which can 
provide their own water on-site and the developers and 
lawyers for these sites are fighting hard to get their sites into 
the Plan,    
b.             The Inpsector has already expressed his concern 
that the effects of WOI on Crawley have not been 
considered – which of course is compounded by CBC’s 
strong opposition to WOI. This could be enough to require 
WOI’s removal from the Plan, and 
c.              WOI is recognised as a site with a lot of issues 
which will be expensive to mitigate – transport, water supply, 
sewage treatment, Ifield Golf Course, and biodiversity.  And 
Homes England are starting to show their concern about 
viability – pushing back against providing 40% affordable 
housing and against adequate mitigation for the loss of IGC. 
So WOI is looking like a much less sound site compared 
with some of these others of a similar size. 

We of course continue to monitor the situation and plan accordingly. 
And we’ll keep supporters informed.   
Thank you for your ongoing support, and if you are able please consider 
making a donation to the campaign – see website for details. 

 
Fenella Maitland-Smith savewestofifield@gmail.com 
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EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
March 2025 edition by 14 February 2025. 
 
Fiona Lear   Rutland Lodge, East St    07816 584908
    fionalear@btinternet.com 
John Jory   Elsinoro, Horsham Rd         07887 804223 
    johnmjory@gmail.com 
Ella Beckmann  Blackwells, Horsham Rd     07712 482186 
    21ellagb@gmail.com  
 

___________________ 
 
Please contact: 
Treasurer – John Jory. For donations towards the cost of publishing the 
Rusper Parish News. These can be made by bank transfer to - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER 
– MAGAZINE.    
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266) 
(sue.matthewson@btinternet.com) 
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (raybenbutler@gmail.com) 
 

____________________ 
 
 

DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS 
 

Just £5 from every household is fine and can be paid directly into the Rusper 
Parish News bank account. The Bank details for direct transfer are - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER 
– MAGAZINE.  Thank You 
 
 



 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
R.Turner
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  

Free Quotations 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 



 
 

www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366
Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 

Shop & Post Office opening times

Monday ° Friday 7.30 am - 6.00pm
Saturday 8.30am ° 4.30pm

Sunday 8.30am ° 2.00pm

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 
CLINIC

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  

Friendly and reliable 
service    

Call us on: 07584 469355 










