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Service & repair centre for all makes & models

Collection & delivery available w Sun diagnostics
MOT repairs w Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries
Air conditioning service w Courtesy car on request

01306 631799
forgemotorco@tiscali.co.uk

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE  RH5 5BE

FREE ESTIMATES & FRIENDLY ADVICE

TEL: 0800 2 118 618

K.D RAYNSFORD

Your Local Builder!

�s, Brickwork

Fencing, Turfing, Garden Clearance

Roofing Repairs

g � Internal & External

Kitchens & Bathrooms F d

All Types of Building Work

& Refurbishments





TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 

FULLY INSURED 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas

All areas of the country covered

Including all of London

All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

seater vehicles available

Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700

Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com

pjcole.com

Septic Tank, Cesspit and Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP) Emptying

STP Servicing and Repair

New Installations of Sewage Tanks, 
including Klargester and Clenviro Systems

CCTV Drainage Surveillance

Guidance and Compliance Reports 
regarding the General Binding Rules, 
when buying or selling a property
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THE PARISH OF RUSPER 

SERVICES AT  

ST MARY MAGDALENE’S  
CHURCH RUSPER  

FEBRUARY SERVICES 

 
Holy Communion every Sunday at 8am and sung with  
hymns at 11am. Monthly Eucharist at Durrants Village.  

10am Mass at All Saints Roffey on Wednesdays  
followed by refreshments. 

 

February 

Sunday 1st 11am Holy Communion for the Feast of Candlemas 
 
Thursday 5th 10.30 am Holy Communion at Durrants Retirement Village 
 
Sunday 8th  2 Before Lent  11am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 15th 11am Holy Communion 
 
Ash Wednesday 18th with Imposition of Ashes at Durrants Village 
10.30am 
 
Sunday 22nd 11am Holy Communion 
 
Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk 
Why not visit the Rusper Church website and follow Nick on Facebook? 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable,  
please contact the Churchwardens. 

Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Authorised Lay 
Minister 
Churchwarden 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
 
Mr Stephen Busby 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
 
01293 871219      
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012 
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The Rectory, High Street 
Rusper, RH12 4PX 

All Change 

I am writing just two days since being licenced by the Bishop of Lewes as 
the interim priest in charge of Colgate and Roffey. From Easter I will be 
looking after the three churches which I have long believed would be 
inevitably joined together following my eventual retirement. 

While the situation is triggered partly by shortage of clergy and changes 
in church going patterns it is my hope that we will see this initiative as an 
exciting new chapter. It may well be marked by the odd logistical hiccup 
requiring patience from all of us. 

Ultimately I feel we will all benefit and learn from one another across the 
parishes. At a time when human and other resources are 
stretched, lements of Church life will be consolidated. It already happens 
that two of our great contributors have stepped down from valuable roles. 

John Jory has been PCC Secretary, a regular sidesman and reader on 
Sunday as well as administering the monthly draw. His move comes after 
a century of Rusper connections for his family. 
Stewart Morton’s work behind the scenes brings to an end over twenty 
years of compiling our reading rotas. For me it also evokes warm 
memories of his father in law Harry Phair who gave valuable service 
during his retirement, including officiating in services before I was 
appointed in 1996. It is fitting that the large lectern copy of the 
lectionary was given by the family in Harry’s memory. 

Our thanks to them and to those who fulfil the roles that shape our 
church communities. 

Nick 

Signed Rector 
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Check Website and Church Facebook for news and updates. Email 
Nick at fathernickflint@gmail.com if you would like 
to receive the weekly updates. rusperchurch.org.uk  
 

                            ______________________ 
 

 
Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen to be told if 

someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy Communion 
can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick tries to take Friday as a 

rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only contact him on a Friday in 
matters of urgency. 

 
 

RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB 
 
Thank you to all those people who continue responding to the request for 
new members. The Rusper Church 200 Club is one of the continuing 
forms of income to our lovely church during these challenging times. You 
can continue to help by joining the 200 Club or buying additional shares. 
All the details about the Rusper Church 200 Club including past winners, 
the Rules and an Application Form, are on the Church’s web-site at 
www.rusperchurch.org.uk under “THE CHURCH IS YOU” tab. Just print 
off and complete the Application Form and then either e-mail it to me at 
johnmjory@gmail.com or send it to me at: 3 Fox Close, Southbourne, 
Emsworth, West Sussex, PO10 8GT. Many thanks to all of you who have 
been regularly contributing to enable us to make a significant contribution 
towards the running costs of the Church over the past few years. 
 
The result of the latest draw is:  
      December 2025 
      
1st Prize - £200  200 Sharon M       
2nd Prize - £75   124 Thomas F    

  3rd Prize - £50     80 Rachel D              
 
John Jory 
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A wonderful Rusper village Christmas 
 

Rusper church was filled with festive 
cheer at our recent Christmas Tree 
Festival, with beautifully decorated 
trees generously donated by local 
businesses and families. Each one 
added colour, light and character, 
making the church a joyful and 
welcoming space throughout the 
celebrations. 
The church was buzzing with activity 

as our Chrismas market brought everyone together and a torchlight trail through 
the village proved a real  highlight, as we admired windows creatively decorated 
to represent the lyrics of ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’. From playful 
interpretations to truly jaw-dropping designs, the imagination and skill on display 
from all ages was simply amazing.  Many thanks to all of those who participated. 
The evening ended back in church with carols, mulled wine and delicious festive 
treats. A fabulous event and a wonderful celebration of creativity, community and 
the true spirit of Christmas.   
 
Louise HW 

_______________________ 
 
 

JUMBLE SALE IN AID OF RESTORATION APPEAL 
 
 

We will be holding a JUMBLE SALE in St Mary Magdalene’s Church, 
Rusper on Saturday 21st February 2026 from 12noon - 2pm. 
 

Please donate good quality jumble of adult and children’s clothes 
together with china, glass,  
bric-a-brac and jewellery.  No books though thank you. 
 

Please drop off to Church on Friday 20th February at any time 
between  8 am and 3pm. 
 

Maggie True 
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NORTH AISLE RESTORATION APPEAL - LATEST UPDATE

We are so pleased and delighted that the North Aisle Restoration Appeal has 
now reached just shy of £70,000.  We have to achieve the figure of £250,000 to 
start work on the repairs and I am writing to appeal to any parishioners who are 
able, to help boost these funds in any way however large or small.    Please pay 
on the card payment machine just inside church or online to the bank at :
Account :    Friends of St Mary Magdalene Church, Rusper
A/c No:       60461160
Sort Code:  30 94 41 (Lloyds Bank)
With REF:    NORTH AISLE RESTORATION

We are running fundraising events apace during 2026, the first of which is a 
Jumble Sale on Saturday 21st February in St. Mary Magdalene Church and on 
13th June the Open Garden event will be held in the village and surroundings.  
Please let me know if you would like to open your garden for this event if you 
have not done so previously.
Previous participating gardens I will assume are happy to open again 
this year.

Other events planned are a Quiz and a Murder Mystery.  Watch this space.

Maggie True
_______________________

RRUUSSPPEERR CCHHAATT 22002266 

FFrriiddaayy 2277tthh FFeebbrruuaarryy 22..3300 ppmm 

Kay – 14 Easy Street

Any queries? Please contact:

Pam 01293 871527 / Kay 01293 871566

 

AALLLL WWEELLCCOOMMEE!! 
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Stay in the loop!
Follow Villagers Connect on Facebook for the 

latest activities, meet-ups, and local news.

Contact: Jasmine Watkins 07899 894975 Jo Peters 07540 795277

Email: villagersconnect@ruralsussex.org.uk

As we welcome the new year, we’d like to recognise and celebrate the strengths 
across the three villages we have the pleasure to work amongst Rusper, 
Faygate and Colgate. Each of you plays an important role, and together we 
have the skills, knowledge, and passion to shape what comes next. The year 
ahead brings opportunities for the community to lead, connect, and build on the 
strengths that already exist among us.

The Hope Keith Room
We’re delighted that the Hope Keith Room at Rusper Village Hall will opening
this year. Villagers Connect will be using the space on Tuesdays, and we are
forming a friendly User Group to help shape its future. Whether you want to
share a skill, guide the vision or simply be involved, we would love to hear from
you.

Villagers Connect Monthly walks – Getting out and about in nature in 
February. Meet at Ifield Mill Pond Boardwalk on Waterfield Gardens,RH11 8BY 
on Tuesday 24th February at 11am.  

Colgate Village Hall:
Bingo – Tuesday 3rd & 17th February 7.30pm 50p a card & a raffle

Quiz – Monday 16th February 7.30pm £2 entry per person - Come along as a 
single/couple and join a team

Music Quiz – Monday 2nd March £2 entry per person - Come along as a 
single/couple and join a team

Colgate Cuppa & Chat – Tuesday 17th February 10.30am contact Barry for 
more barry.humphreys6@gmail.com

Pilates Tuesday and Thursday at 6pm to 7pm contact: Carol on 07765 655872
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RULK" Colgate Village hold a free monthly run/walk on the second Sunday of 
each month. You can run or walk the planned 2 to 3 mile route, we meet at 
9.30am at Colgate Village Hall. After the "rulk" we finish at the village hall and 
have a tea or coffee and share cake kindly donated by those taking part. To 
keep up to date on any changes join us on Facebook- 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1007721554736727/ 

Faygate Village Hall 

The Hub - Every Wednesday 10.30-1pm Jasmine on 07899 894975 or Jo on 
07540 795277  

Chair Based Yoga with Fay - Every Wednesday 10:45-11:30 Contact: Fay at 
Email: flexflowfitness2024@gmail.com  If you are new, please call to book a 
place.  

Faygate: 

Living with Hearing Loss -Monday 16th February, 6.30–7.30pm Meeting 
Room, Durrants Village 

This friendly session is for anyone living with hearing loss, as well as family 
members and carers. It’s a chance to meet others, share experiences, and learn 
in a relaxed and supportive setting.  
This month, we’re pleased to welcome Martin Lau from Arthritis Action, who 
will be giving a short, accessible talk and answering questions. If you are 
planning to attend, please contact Jasmine on 07899 894975. All are very 
welcome. 
 
RUSPER 

Adult Ballet (over 50's) - Every Monday & Thursday 10-11am Rusper Village 
Hall Georgia on 07724640259 or email georgiahrixson@gmail.com. The 
Monday class is now full – but if this is the class you can do, contact Georgia to 
be put on the waiting list.  

Rusper Chat Usually the last Friday of the month 2.30pm - contact Pam for 
venue & more information 07887 653364 

The Star Inn Coffee Morning – Tuesday 10th February, 11am start. 
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 Jasmine Watkins - 07899 894975 
Working Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9am to 5pm 

______________________ 

SAVE WEST OF IFIELD CAMPAIGN 

Thank you to everyone who turned out in the cold on 5th January to protest at 
Homes England serving notice on Ifield Golf Club for vacant possession in April 
2027. Why they chose to do this just before Christmas is a mystery, and 
completely at odds with their claims to be working with the community. Between 
150 and 200 local people attended the protest, which was widely reported in the 
local press.      

There are now 525 responses from the public to Homes England’s planning 
application for the West of Ifield scheme, published on the Horsham Council 
website, almost all objections.  This is fantastic, and we encourage everyone 
to continue to submit views, given Horsham Council’s Planning Committee 
is unlikely to consider the application before March. Homes England are 
due to submit a lot of new information, as requested by the official consultees, 
and the Council can’t make a decision until this has been published and 
consultees had a chance to respond again.       

You’re probably aware, but since I wrote my last piece both Gatwick Airport 
Ltd. and Crawley Council have strongly objected to the application. Gatwick 
objects on a number of grounds, but particularly on future noise: “The proposed 
development is contrary to national and local planning policy and guidance on 
aircraft noise and would be better located elsewhere where future aircraft noise 
levels associated with future growth at the airport are lower. GAL strongly 
objects to the proposed development on this basis.” 

Crawley Council objects on many grounds including the lack of a Local Plan for 
Horsham, the lack of consideration of local character, damage to the Ifield 
Village Conservation Area and surrounding rural landscape, inadequate 
provision of affordable housing, inadequate mitigation for the loss of Ifield Golf 
Course, and inadequate mitigation for increased traffic burden. 

Given Crawley and Gatwick’s proximity and relevance to the site, their 
institutional importance, and the nature of the issues they raise, their objections 
must surely carry a very significant weight. It’s also notable that most of their 
issues cannot be corrected or mitigated by Homes England in a revised 
application – they are fundamental flaws with the site.  
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As well as continuing to work on our follow-up responses to the planning 
application, we’ve also submitted a formal complaint to Homes England. 
While this doesn’t contain new arguments, it is another channel through which 
we can make our voices heard. If Homes England’s response is unsatisfactory 
we can ask our MPs to pursue this with the Parliamentary Ombudsman.  Please 
let me know if you would like to see the detailed complaint.

Thank you for your ongoing support, and if you need help responding to the 
application, please see the Save West of Ifield 
website: https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk, the Rusper Parish Council 
website: https://www.rusper-pc.gov.uk/community/rusper-parish-council-
20862/west-of-ifield-plans/ or email us at: savewestofifield@gmail.com

Fenella Maitland-Smith

savewestofifield@gmail.com

https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/

______________________

New Advertising Manager

The Rusper Parish News is looking for someone willing to take over the 
advertising on this newsletter. If you are interested in taking on this role, 

please contact Sue Matthewson at 871266 or 
sue.matthewson@btinternet.com

______________________

RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL

Rusper Parish Council – January 2025 Update

New Playground Equipment

The village playground on High Street has welcomed a brand-new piece of equipment, 

made possible through the generous support of the Courage Dyers Trust and the Parish 

Council. The Council extends its gratitude to the Courage Dyers Trust and commends 

Cllr Geoff Hussey for his dedicated project management, working closely with supplier 

Wicksteed Ltd to bring the installation to life.

______________________

New Advertising Manager

The Rusper Parish News is looking for someone willing to take over the 
advertising on this newsletter. If you are interested in taking on this role, 

please contact Sue Matthewson at 871266 or 
sue.matthewson@btinternet.com

______________________
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Council Meeting Highlights – 25th November 2025 

The Parish Council met at Rusper Village Hall. Key points included: 

• Finance: The Parish Council approved the latest financial reports, payment 

schedules, and earmarked reserves. The Budget and Precept for 2026/27 were 

set at £70,920, reflecting a c10.8% increase in the Precept. In addition, a grant 

of £2,000 was awarded to GACC to support their Judicial Review regarding 

Gatwick Airport. 

• Policies & IT: Updated IT, accessibility, and data protection policies were 

adopted. The Council will transition fully to the new .gov.uk website and email 

system by 31 December 2025. 

• Rusper Sports Club: Updates were received on the underlease, financial 

reporting, and pitch security following unauthorised vehicle access. Bollards 

are due to be installed soon. 

• Roads, Footpaths & Open Spaces: Progress on fingerpost maintenance and 

the Liz Kitchen Memorial Bench was noted. The Council approved the 

installation of a Speed Indicator Device (SID) on Horsham Road.  

Planning Applications Considered 

Application Location Council Response 

DC/25/0523 

Land North of East Street, 

Rusper – 18 dwellings 

including affordable 

housing 

Neutral – Permission granted by HDC. 

DC/25/1913 Parkholme, Rusper Road, 

Ifield – Fell 1 x Oak 

Objection – Requests tree protection, 

arboricultural justification, alternatives to 

felling, and replacement tree if approved. 

DC/25/1901 
Hillybarn Farmhouse, The 

Mount – 2-pitch 

gypsy/traveller site 

Objection – Concerns over sustainability, 

access, impact on rural character, neighbouring 

properties, traffic, drainage, utilities, and policy 

compliance. 
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Application Location Council Response 

DC/25/1846 
19 Gardeners Green, 

Rusper – Front porch, side 

& rear extensions 
Neutral – No objection submitted. 

DC/25/1963 
1 Hilltop Cottages, The 

Mount – Detached 2-

storey dwelling 

Objection – Requires separate drainage, scale 

and design not in keeping with area, with 

conditions recommended if approved. 

DC/25/1952 
Howells Gill, Friday Street 

– Mobile home (Proposed 

LDC) 

Neutral – No objection, provided it is ancillary, 

does not cause overdevelopment, and 

drainage/environmental matters are 

addressed. 

Gatwick & Local Updates 

The Council noted the publication of a Gatwick report on the Parish website. Reports 

on local assets, car park maintenance, energy supply, and village hall updates were also 

received. 
Next Meetings: 
Combined Planning & Roads, Footpaths & Open Spaces Committee: 20 January 2026 
Council Meeting: 27 January 2026 
Residents are encouraged to check the Parish Council website for minutes, policies, 

planning details. 

Parish Clerk,Rusper Parish Council, c/o Rusper Village Stores, East Street, Rusper, RH12 

4PX 
Tel: 07380 468256, clerk@rusper-pc.gov.uk, www.rusper-pc.gov.uk 

____________________ 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 

 
 

February 6th      
February 13th    
February 20th   
February 27th        

 
Angie Hill 
Mary Dawe  
Sue Matthewson 
Barbara Lloyd 

 
871274 
01306 627663 
871266 
871472 

   
Sue Matthewson  01293 871266 
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EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
March 2026 edition by 14th February 2025. 
 
Fiona Lear Rutland Lodge, East Street  07816 584908  

fionalear@btinternet.com 
John Jory   3 Fox Close, 07887 804223 
    johnmjory@gmail.com 
Ella Beckmann  Blackwells, Horsham Rd     07712 482186 
    21ellagb@gmail.com  
Please contact:  
Treasurer – John Jory. For donations towards the cost of publishing the 
Rusper Parish News. These can be made by bank transfer to - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC 
RUSPER – MAGAZINE.  
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266) 
(sue.matthewson@btinternet.com)  
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (raybenbutler@gmail.com)  
 
 
DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS Just £5 from every 
household is fine and can be paid directly into the Rusper Parish News 
bank account. The Bank details for direct transfer are - Sort Code: 30 94 
41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER – 
MAGAZINE. Thank You 
 

____________________ 
 

 
RUSPER VILLAGE HALL 

 
If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the 
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a 
booking form. 



   C. P. WILSON 
 

    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 

 

Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 
 
 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 

Free Quotations 
 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366 

 

Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 
 
 
 

Shop & Post Office opening times  
 

Monday � Friday 7.30 am - 6.00pm  
Saturday 8.30am � 4.30pm  
Sunday 8.30am � 2.00pm  

 
 

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 

CLINIC 
Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have fallen trees 

 on your property  

or have previously had 

 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  

service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  

 

Friendly and reliable  

service    

 
Call us on: 07584 469355  



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 

SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266



Building & Renovation Company

Capel: 01293 871008

Email: info@lyneandco.co.uk 

View examples of our building and joinery work at:

www.lyneandco.co.uk

Quality building and carpentry work

Bespoke joinery 

Painting and Decorating



 

 

Medical Aesthetics
Botox, Fillers, Skin Peels

by an experienced medical practitioner

Facial and body treatments
Plus a specialist in electrolysis permanent hair 

removal and all non-malignant skin issues

MILLFIELD HOUSE, RUSPER

07976 686127

01293 871406

The Beauty
Studio
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Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038 

£4.00 Per session 

ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN.

QUALIFIED INSTALLERS OF ELECTRIC CAR
CHARGING POINTS.

E: overtonelectricaluk@yahoo.com

07779 630 452


