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Scan to book

Vinyl Flooring Carpets

Book an appointment

jamesforcarpets.co.uk

info@jamesforcarpets.co.uk

01403 801802

Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Horsham’s #1 Mobile 
Carpet Showroom

Homelike
Feels

Carpet Showroom

of flooring options 

to browse in your 

own home

100’s

Samples brought 
Direct to your door



Service & repair centre for all makes & models

Collection & delivery available    Sun diagnostics
MOT repairs    Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries
Air conditioning service    Courtesy car on request

0011330066 663311779999 
forgemotorco@tiscali.co.uk

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE  RH5 5BE

Le Blanc Cake 

Luxury wedding cakes 
Celebration cakes 

Birthday cakes 
Event cake displays and dessert tables

Allergen cakes and treats

Five-star reviews and food hygiene ratings 

Fully insured and registered 

Contact us on:
Instagram: le.blanc_cake
Facebook: le-blanc cakes 
Mobile: 07833 494909
Email: dana1466@hotmail.co.uk

Fully insured and registered 



 

 

 
 

Wasps, Fleas, Rats, Moles 

Mice, Bugs, Squirrels, etc 

Ring Mr G Goldsmith on: 
Newdigate (01306) 631656   

PEST CONTROL 

CONTROLLED  AND DESTROYED 

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas
most prestigious licensed taxi service.

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

Multi seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com



 

 

TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 

ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 

CONSULTANCY &  
ADVISORY SERVICE 

 

FULLY INSURED 

 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 

BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 

Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

  

   

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas
most prestigious licensed taxi service.

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

Multi seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com

   



C. 
 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
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                        THE PARISH OF RUSPER 
SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S CHURCH     

RUSPER 
APRIL SERVICES 

 
Subject to Government restrictions and Church of England    

advice, details may vary. See Facebook and Website for updates. 
Holy Communion every Sunday at 8am [said] and 11am [sung with 
hymns] 
 
April 
Holy Week    
Palm Sunday 2nd Liturgy of the Palms  11am  Holy Communion 
Maundy Thursday 6nd     Durrants Village   10.30am Holy Communion
             NON-RESIDENTS WELCOME 
Good Friday 7th   Words from the Cross        12 Noon  
Sunday 9th      Easter Sunday  11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 16th                                      11am  Holy Communion  
Sunday 23rd                                                  11am   Holy Communion 
Sunday 30th        APCM                       11am  Morning Prayer 
 

Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk

Why not visit the Rusper Church website and follow Nick on Facebook? 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable, please 
contact the Churchwardens. 

 

Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Churchwarden & 
Authorised Lay 
Minister 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
 
 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
 
 
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012 
Organist   
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From Sinners to Winners 
I have been considered a philistine by many over the years because of my 
seeming lack of interest in any form of sport, yet I am aware off the passions it 
can inspire. The sense of identity and belonging which it can express are 
qualities which I share and admire. 
 
Sport is part of the fabric of our culture and society and as I am reflecting, the 
news headlines are full of opinions regarding Gary Lineker’s comments. Finding 
myself on the side-lines the knee jerk 
reactions do seem to be a commentary on the impact of government policies on 
our way of life. 
 
Often, I hear opinions with which I do not agree but I seek to listen respectfully 
to those who hold them, aware that I do not always have the full facts of the 
case or expertise at my disposal. Where it is possible to gently suggest an 
alternative point of view, I do like to look for balance. Humour is a tool which I 
think serves well in such circumstances. 
 
I was amused then at the compromise of broadcasting football without 
commentary. It reminded me of the story that the first horse races on the 
wireless consisted merely of the sound of hooves on the turf! 
Holy Week begins with a spectacle of Jesus on a donkey. He offers no 
explanation or commentary of his own, but the act is seen as politically charged 
and subversive. As Holy Week unfolds CANCEL HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!! becomes 
the cry of a manipulated crowd. Through the 
Easter journey the disciples are brought to see 
through events how Jesus, the Son of David is 
vindicated against the blustering philistines in 
every age. 
Check Website and Church Facebook for 
news and updates. Email Nick if you would 
like to receive the weekly update. 
rusperchurch.org.uk  

 
Nick                                      

 

The Rectory 
High Street 
RUSPER 
RH12 4PX 
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Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen to be told 
if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy 
Communion can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick 
tries to take Friday as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only 
contact him on a Friday in matters of urgency

______________________

PARISH REGISTER

Funeral – 15th March Robert Jamieson

                           ______________

                  RUSPER CHAT 2023

   

Friday 28 April 2.30 pm

Jill Rusper House Lodge 871671

        PLEASE CONTACT THIS MONTH’S HOST IF A LIFT

            TO ANY CHAT MEETING WOULD BE HELPFUL

                             ALL WELCOME!

                              _________________

PHOTO ID TO VOTE

Don’t forget that with effect from the District & Parish Elections on the 4th 
May 2023, you will need a Photo Id to vote. Further details can be found 
at www.horsham.gov.uk/2023elections or on posters on Parish 
Noticeboards
Lisa Wilcock, Clerk, Rusper Parish Council
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RUSPER CHRONICLE 
 

“One of the most daring daylight raids of World War Two”. 
 
On the 30th January 1943, two forces of Mosquito bombers were detailed to 
attack Berlin, one in the morning and the other during  the afternoon, to disrupt 
celebrations in Berlin and a speech by Goering.  Three mosquito planes set off 
from RAF Marham at 08.45 under low cloud. The pilot of the third plane was 
Anthony Wickham, a young man from Rusper. For his part in the raid Anthony 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. The Citation in the London 
Gazette speaks of the  calm courage, resolution and endurance displayed by the 
officers and airmen taking part in the raid. All returned safely.  
 
In February 1944 Anthony took part in another legendary Mosquito raid, 
Operation Jericho. Now a Flight Lieutenant and attached to the RAF’s Film 
Production Team, the raid was filmed from his plane, with the commentator 
saying that as the aircraft flew over the target the pilot could see men running 
through a large hole where the wall had been breached  and inside the prison he 
could see many others in brown dungarees running for the hole in the wall. The 
pilot/commentator was Anthony Wickham and the film was shown on Pathe 
News. He returned safely from the raid. 
 
His story does not have a happy ending however. Less than four months later in 
June 1944 Anthony Wickham was killed coming into land after a routine training 
flight when one of his Mosquito’s two engines failed and the plane crashes just 
beyond the airfield.  
 
Anthony came to live at Averys, Rusper, when he was ten years old. He loved 
fast cars -and  noisy ones as at the age of 20 he was fined ten shillings for 
driving a car with an inefficient silencer. Just before the war he was farming at 
Kingscote, near Tetbury Gloucestershire, but was quick to join the RAF 
Volunteer Reserve and was gazetted Leading Aircraftsman in 1941, initially 
flying Spitfires before transferring to Mosquitoes, amazing small two seater 
planes made of wood and fabric and nicknamed “Wooden Wonders”.    
 
Anthony’s mother lived at Averys till her death in 1959. Anthony is buried in 
Rusper Churchyard with a War Graves stone next to his father, Colonel 
Wickham, who died in 1927. The grave is the closest it can be to the then 
boundary of Averys, with a small gate from Averys garden into the churchyard.  
Mrs Wickham must have visited the grave many times. His name is on our War 
Memorial and also on the memorial at Kingscote, Gloucestershire.  
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Anthony’s story was the focus of our March Chronicle meeting, researched and 
written by James White and presented and read by George Sallows. It was a 
fitting tribute to a very brave young man. He was thirty one years old.  
 
 Margaret White 
 
OUR NEXT MEETING will be on Tuesday 11th April, 7-9 pm in Rusper Village 
Hall when amongst other topics we shall finally get to grips with Rusper dinosaur 
bones! 

_______________________ 

 
RUSPER SPORTS CLUB AGM 2023 

 
Wednesday 19th April at 7.30pm 

The Sports Pavilion, High Street, Rusper. 
 

Please come and support your local Sports Club.  
All welcome. 

 
_____________________ 

 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
 

April 7th   
April 14th   
April 21st  
April 28th   
  

 
Joan Beedle 
Keith Davies 
Angela Hill 
Pam Turner 
 

 
01403 267 937 
07710 601 081 
 
075125 65316 
 

 
Sue Matthewson 01293 871266 
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RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Summary of Rusper Parish Council meeting & Planning Committee 
meeting – February 2023  
  
The full Minutes of these and all other meetings are available to view on 
the Rusper Parish Council web site rusper-pc.org.uk/meetings. These 
Minutes are draft and subject to change until they have been confirmed 
at our next meeting.  
  
To get regular updates from us, including local roadwork notifications, 
please visit our website and subscribe: www.rusper-pc.org.uk.   
  
Agreed responses to the following planning applications  
 
DC/23/0244 New Barn Farmhouse, Office Capel Road Rusper West 
Sussex RH12 4PZ.  
Prior Notification for partial Change of Use of existing barn to residential 
(Use Class C3) to form 3no. dwellings.    
 
It was RESOLVED to comment on this application as follows: Rusper 
Parish Council objects to this application. RPC has responded before 
with serious concerns about the over development of this site and nearby 
sites in a non-sustainable location far from local amenities and with no 
public transport on a narrow country lane.  We would suspect the 
objections that led to the refusal of DC/20/1315 to apply equally to this 
application. We are also concerned that having just receive permission 
as an equine business they are now saying that the usage is no longer 
applicable.   
 
DISC/23/0021 The Owl Barn The Mount Ifield Crawley West Sussex 
RH11 0LF. Approval of Details Reserved by Condition 2c for the 
approval of application DC/21/1274  
 
It was RESOLVED to comment on this application as follows: Rusper 
Parish Council has no objection to this application and we will leave the 
decision to the Environmental Officer.    
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DC/23/0115 Furlong Farm Rusper Road Ifield West Sussex RH11 0LN.  
Change of use of land for use as storage for scaffolding equipment 
(Retrospective).  
 
It was RESOLVED to comment on this application as follows: Rusper 
Parish Council have no further comments but concur with the statements 
from Environmental Health, re: storage only, limited hours and no 
lighting.  
 
DC/23/0114 Ghyll Manor Hotel High Street Rusper Horsham West 
Sussex RH12 4PX.   
Replacement of front boundary wall. Demolition of conservatory and 
erection of single storey front, side, and rear extensions to the main 
building.   
 
It was RESOLVED to comment on this application as follows: Rusper 
Parish Council has no objection to this application and would welcome 
the re-establishment of this important employment, hotel and venue for 
the village. We do have concerns about external lighting and would 
expect all external lighting would be low level and conform to the NP dark 
skies policy.  
 
DC/23/0085 Coombers Farm Wimland Road Faygate West Sussex 
RH12 4SR.   
Demolition of agricultural work-shop and erection of a detached single 
storey dwelling.  
Noted one email of support prior to the meeting from a resident.    
 
It was RESOLVED to comment on this application as follows: Rusper 
Parish Council has no objection to this application provided previous 
conditions are maintained.    
 
DC/23/0069 Former Longfield House East Street Rusper West 
Sussex. (Erection of two detached dwellings and garages (to the rear of 
the site) and revisions to approved dwelling  
(permitted under DC/12/0353 dated 16/04/2012)   
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It was RESOLVED to comment on this application as follows: Rusper 
Parish Council objects to this application the comments for the original 
application DC/14/0413 still apply and the proposed increase in size will 
increase the impact.  
 
DISC/23/0047 Winterfold Farm Wimland Road Rusper West Sussex 
RH12 4QU.    
Approval of details reserved by condition 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8 to approve 
application DC/20/0937.  
 
It was RESOLVED to comment on this application as follows: Rusper 
Parish Council has no objection to this application.  
 
Next planning meeting is 21st March 2023 at Rusper Village Hall.  
The Full Council Meeting took place on the 28th February 2023 at 
Rusper Village Hall.  
 
Reports from representatives:  
WSCC Cllr Katie Nagle took away request to follow up on a cycle route 
where the road narrows at the car park.  Noted that there is a WSCC 
consultation on ANPR traffic violation fines until the end of March.    
District Councillor Liz Kitchen reported that local transport group for 
unlawful Gatwick airport parking which needs a Parish Council 
representative to join after the May election.   
Cllr Hanstad-Pilcher - WSCC Highways have not responded to the 
second letter following the survey.    
Cllr Sallows – the sports club are looking at costs of resurfacing the 
second court.    
Cllr Cooke - The RPC website now has a diary page to put all Parish 
Council relevant meetings on.    
 
The Great British Clean 2nd April 2023  
Cllr Maitland-Smith has organised the regular annual litter pick via The 
Great British Clean promotion and Horsham District Council. This will be 
on 2nd April 2023, further details will be placed on the Rusper Parish 
website.     
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NPPF Levelling Up Consultation  
The Rusper Parish Council response to this consultation was agreed and 
issued. Thanks were expressed to Cllr G Sallows for his work on the 
large document.  
Rusper Sports Clubs Terms of Reference  
The Sports Club terms of reference were written in draft form.  This item 
is to be carried to the next meeting.  
Procurement, Training, Funding Proposal  
Councillors were tasked to take on Procurement, training and funding 
champion roles.  This was agreed and Councillors were nominated to 
take on each role.   
Coronation  
The May Day Committee are holding an event to mark the Coronation on 
Sunday 7th May 2023. The Parish Council has donated £200 towards 
this event and has arranged for the road to be closed.  Any grant from 
HDC will also be applied for on behalf of the committee.  
Play Area Inspection Report  
The report was accepted by the Council and highlighted areas are to be 
addressed at the next meeting.  
Annual Parish Meeting 20th April 2023 7.30pm  
Speakers that have agreed to attend are Richard Black Wilder Horsham, 
David Bridges Wild about Warnham, Cathy Durrant Save West of Ifield 
and PSCO Steve Evans all residents are invited to attend, details will be 
put on the Rusper Parish website. Free tea and coffee. The next Parish 
Council meeting is 28th March 2023. 

____________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS 
 

This month we have received 4 donations. Thank you. Just £5 a annually 
is fine from every household and if you are not sure when you last gave I 
can tell you. Bank details for direct payment are:  Sort Code 30 94 41. 
Account No 00007348. Name RUSPER PCC MAGAZINE. 
If you prefer not to get the Magazine delivered please tell your distributor or 

Judy Butler. We have enclosed a Remittance Slip for those who like a 
reminder. Please leave at the Post Office or in my letter box.  
 

Valerie Bowles (871 412) 
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SAVE WEST OF IFIELD CAMPAIGN 
 
You may have seen Homes England’s recent report of their consultation 
in October/November last year.  You can read the report here: 
Consultation Summary and Feedback Report.pdf 
SWOI is very concerned that the report does not fairly represent the 
balance of positive to negative comments made during the consultation.  
Our analysis of the published responses suggests that around 90% of 
comments were strongly negative – but this is not even hinted at in the 
report and instead the few positive comments are cherry-picked and 
presented prominently above any others.  In other words, the fact that 
the written and verbal responses were overwhelmingly negative is 
ignored. This is misleading and disappointing from a government agency.  
It doesn’t inspire confidence that any development promoted by Homes 
England will take account of local community views, let alone benefit 
existing residents.      
 

Please look out for:   
• SWOI leaflets dropping onto your doormat.  If you can help with 

leaflet delivery, do please get in touch.  
 

• SWOI placards – if you’re able to put a placard or posters in your 
front garden, on your car, etc. please get in touch. 
 

• SWOI Quiz at The Plough, Rusper – 29th March at 8pm, but food 
and drink of course available before then.  Please call The Plough 
to book a table – 871215.  
 

• SWOI is grateful to be on the agenda for the Annual Parish 
Meeting – 7.30 on Thursday 20th April – organised by Rusper 
Parish Council.  Please come and to learn more about the West 
of Ifield proposals, and how we can all challenge them.  

 
For more information on any of the above please see our website, 
Facebook, or email me at Fenella.ms@gmail.com. 
Fenella Maitland-Smith 
https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/ 
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          HOPE KEITH TRUST 
 
Hi there, 

I was happy to meet with Frances and Kenton recently who work for the 

Horsham Outreach Team at Citizens Advice. They are working locally in the 

community offering advice sessions that are accessible to everyone. So if you 

prefer to meet someone in person, for some free, impartial, confidential advice 

please read below for details. 

 

Our Horsham Outreach Team at Citizens Advice have been running sessions 

since Autumn 2022 in different locations across West Sussex to ensure our 

service is easy to access. We host drop-ins where we can support you with 

issues including benefits, debt, housing, employment and much more. Don’t 

hesitate to come and see us if you have a problem you’re worried about. 

Drop-in locations include Roffey in Horsham and are typically available for 

around two hours. No appointment is needed. Location: St Andrew’s Methodist 

Church, Crawley Road, RH12 4DX, drop-in 2pm until 4pm. 

When: Alternate Mondays: March 6th and 20th. April 3rd and 17th. May 15th. 

Full details can be found online: 

https://www.advicewestsussex.org.uk/advice/horsham-outreach-drop-in 

To contact us by phone, call: 01903 252699 and we will call you back to discuss 

your situation and agree where best to see you. 

The Citizens Advice office in Horsham on Lower Tanbridge Way is open on 

weekdays from 9:30am-4pm. Our Advice Line service is available by calling 

0808 278 7969 and it is open from 9am-4:30pm on 

weekdays. 

 

Please remember that you are warmly invited to meet up with other Rusper 

residents for a cuppa, chat and a cookie at The Star Inn, Rusper on Tuesday 

11th April at 11am. We meet every second Tuesday of the month. 

 

Best wishes, 

Gaby Aldrich 

Village Agent, Rusper/Colgate 

Age UK West Sussex Brighton and Hove, Tel: 07591 049042, E: 

gaby.aldrich@ageukwsbh.org.uk 
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HELP WANTED IN THE CHURCHYARD 
 

If you have an hour or two once a month to help keep our Church tidy, it 
would be appreciated. We meet on the first Monday of the month to 
weed, trim around graves, cut hedges and tidying generally. Our next 
meet up will be on Monday 3 April at 10.00am/12.00pm then: Monday 
8th May; Monday 5th June; Monday 3rd July  
Your help would be greatly appreciated. For more details email 
ray.butler@sky.com 01293 871845 
 

_________________________ 
 

EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
May 2023 edition by 14 April 2023. 
 
Fiona Lear   Rutland Lodge, East Street 871509

     

John Jory   Elsinoro, Horsham Rd         07887 804223 
    johnmichaeljory@yahoo.co.uk 
Catherine Flint   catherine.e.flint@gmail.com  
Ella Beckmann  Blackwells, Horsham Rd 07712 482186 
    21ellagb@gmail.com  
Please contact: 
 
Treasurer - Valerie Bowles (871412) with donations towards the cost of 
publishing the Rusper Parish News (valeriebowles39@btinternet.com) 
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266) 
(sue.matthewson@btinternet.com) 
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (ray.butler@sky.com) 

______________________ 
 

RUSPER VILLAGE HALL 
If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the 
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a 
booking form. 



   C. P. WILSON 
 

    Decorating Services 
 

All aspects of 
Internal & external decoration 

 

Tidy/Reliable/Prompt Service 
 

 

Tel: 01293 871517/07768 226208  

 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
 

R.Turner 
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer 
 
Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  
 

Free Quotations 
 

Tel:        01306 631 216 

Mobile : 07710 901 377 

Broad Lane 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUSPER VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE 

www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366 
 

Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 
 

 

 

Shop & Post Office opening times 
 

Monday – Friday 7.30 am- 6.00pm 
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm 
Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm 

 

 

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 

CLINIC 

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 

Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 

01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  
 

Friendly and reliable  
service    

 
Call us on: 07584 469355  

       

 
Long Established  

 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING  
(Registered  with Queen Elizabeth  

Foundation Mobility Centre)  
Refresher Courses  



www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk

01293 871366 
 

Shop & Post Office opening times 
 

Monday – Friday 7.30 am- 6.00pm 
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm 
Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  
 

Friendly and reliable  
service    

 
Call us on: 07584 469355  

FRANCES HART       

 
Long Established  

 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING  
(Registered  with Queen Elizabeth  

Foundation Mobility Centre)  
Refresher Courses  

Tel: 01306 613274 

Mobile: 07715 628370 







Printed by: M.R Printers - Horsham  01403 250420 www.mrprinters.com - info@mrprinters.com

 

 Jan 2022 

Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038  

£4.00 Per session  


